
Each week, the neighbors surrounding 
Weller Community Church come together 
to provide fresh produce for people to take 
home to their families.  

When Ozarks Food Harvest’s truck arrives 
at the Springfield church to drop off the 
produce, volunteers Emily and Ericka work 
with others sorting the fruits and vegetables 
to prepare for the day’s distribution.

Ericka, 52, and her daughter Emily, 26, give 
their time every week at the Weller produce 
drop and work throughout the season in 
the nearby community garden. The mother 
and daughter also receive food from the 
distribution. 

“We really appreciate it that we get a 
chance to get the fresh food,” Emily shared. 

“My one-year-old loves fresh stuff, but it’s 
hard to be able to afford the fresh fruits and 
vegetables.”

The produce gives Emily’s family a healthy 
option when they might otherwise be forced 
to purchase less expensive, unhealthy food.

“It just makes it a lot easier to be able to have 
healthier stuff for Dante to eat,” Emily said.

Ericka is diabetic and suffers from lung 
disease, so the fresh produce helps improve 
her health significantly. 

“It’s hard for me not to have fresh fruits and 
vegetables in my diet,” Ericka said. 

“This really helps a lot because it’s difficult 
to provide a healthy diet for your family.”

This struggle is a harsh reality for the 
87 percent of people served by The Food 
Bank who report purchasing inexpensive, 
unhealthy food because they cannot afford 

healthier options. Ozarks Food Harvest is 
committed to providing these families with 
fresh, nutrient-rich food.

Fresh fruits and vegetables are the most 
requested item by those in need. Over the past 
few years, Food Bank staff have worked hard to 
double the amount of produce it distributes in 
southwest Missouri.

Today, nearly 25 percent of all the food 
distributed by The Food Bank is fresh produce. 

This produce is provided by Ozarks Food 
Harvest’s Full Circle Gardens program 
— a combination of initiatives that help 
strengthen local access to food assistance.

“We get volunteers involved harvesting 
produce from local gardens, we supply excess 
produce through supplemental produce drops 
and the Plant-a-Row initiative raises awareness 
that we need a lot of produce to be able to 
distribute four million pounds of it every 
year,” Christy Claybaker, The Food Bank's 
community engagement coordinator, said 
about Full Circle Gardens. 

The supplemental produce 
distributions allow for a year-round 
supply of fresh produce to people 
in need in the neighborhood when 
community gardens are not in 
harvesting season. 

Springfield Community Gardens, in 
partnership with the Springfield-Greene 
County Health Department, work to 
distribute the produce that Ozarks Food 
Harvest supplies to the Weller 
neighborhood. 

“It’s really a matter 
of increasing 
access to fresh 
produce in the 
neighborhoods,” 
Claybaker 
shared. “The 
program gets 
everyone 

back to the philosophy of taking care of one 
another at a neighborhood level.”

The success of the program depends on 
partnerships throughout the community 
working together to ensure more people 
have access to fresh produce. 

In 2015, over 143,000 pounds of produce 
was distributed through the supplemental 
produce drop program in the Weller and 
Grant Beach neighborhoods. 

The community can help improve access 
to fruits and vegetables by planting seeds in 
their own gardens and donating the produce 
grown directly to Ozarks Food Harvest.

If you have a garden, consider planting an 
extra row for hungry individuals that would 
normally go without the benefits of produce. 

The Plant-a-Row initiative allows people in 
neighborhoods across 

the Ozarks to come 
together and help 
ensure everyone has 

access to healthier 
food. Erica said, “If 
everyone could 
grow vegetables 
that would be 
amazing because 
there’s a huge 

need."  
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COMMITMENT TO DISTRIBUTING 
FRESH PRODUCE HELPS FAMILIES

“My one-year-old loves fresh stuff, 
but it's hard to be able to afford 
the fresh fruits and vegetables.”  
          -Emily, Weller produce recipient
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CHECK OUT HUNGER 
RAISES OVER $31,700

Nearly 60 area grocery stores partnered 
with Ozarks Food Harvest during the holiday 
season for the 17th annual Check Out Hunger, 
raising $31,763 for people in need across 
southwest Missouri. 

This year’s campaign provided nearly 
159,000 meals to children, families and 
seniors in the Ozarks.  

Although the fundraiser ran from 
November through December 2015, The 
Food Bank received checks from participating 
grocers throughout the first few months of 
2016. 

This is an ideal time for Ozarks Food Harvest 
to receive the financial boost from Check 
Out Hunger due to the drop in donations 
The Food Bank experiences after the holiday 
season.

“Now that the final check is in, we’re excited 
to announce another successful total,” said 
Denise Gibson, Ozarks Food Harvest director 
of development and communication. “We’re 
thankful to have such dedicated area grocers, 
and their customers, that have made this 
campaign possible over the years.”

Check Out Hunger gives shoppers the 

opportunity to add a $1, $3 or $5 tax-free 
donation to their grocery bill when checking 
out at area retailers.

In 2015, participating grocers included 
Akin's, Bistro Market, Country Mart, Harter 
House, Hy-Vee, King Cash Saver, Murfin's 
Market, Pennington’s Supermarket, Price 
Cutter, Price Cutter Plus, Ramey, Rhodes 
Family Price Chopper, Smitty's, Summer Fresh 
and Woods Supermarket. 

Since the annual fundraiser began, Check 
Out Hunger has raised a grand total of 
$418,882 — providing nearly 2.1 million 
meals for hungry people throughout The 
Food Bank’s 28-county service area.  

2.1 million meals served  
since the 17th annual 
fundraiser began

CUSTOMERS WHO DONATE ARE ASKED TO SIGN AN 
APPLE THAT WILL BE DISPLAYED AT THE STORE.

PRIME'S CHILI COOK-
OFF PROVIDES 
171,500 MEALS

ANDREA LAWSON AND MATT BLINN, HERE WITH 
OFH'S BART BROWN, BOTH WON FIRST PLACE FOR 

THEIR RED AND WHITECHILI RECIPES. 

NEARLY 60 AREA GROCERS PARTICIPATED IN THE 2015 CHECK OUT HUNGER CAMPAIGN. FUNDS WERE 
RAISED AS CASHIERS ASKED SHOPPERS TO ADD A $1, $3 OR $5 DONATION TO THEIR GROCERY BILL.

Prime Inc. held its annual Chili Cook-Off 
and silent auction supporting Ozarks Food 
Harvest in February.

The 2015 Chili Cook-Off raised $6,000 for 
those in need, but this year the local trucking 
company wanted to go beyond that total 
and help feed even more people in their 
community.  

This year, employees raised more than 
$12,300 during the event to help The 
Food Bank serve hungry children, families 
and seniors in the Ozarks. As part of the 
fundraiser, Prime also made a donation of 
9,431 pounds of food valued at $22,000 — 
providing a grand total of 171,500 meals for 
those in need. 

Fifty chili entries competed in the cook-
off, and the winners were chosen based on 
employees’ votes and a panel of judges. 
Prime’s business partners also donated items 
for the silent auction.

“Ozarks Food Harvest is not only our 
neighbor, but its mission inherently fits 
us well. A fun chili cook-off competition 
between a couple departments within Prime 
has turned into a very worthy cause,” said 
Steve Behnke, Regional Sales & Planning 
Manager at Prime and organizer of the event. 
“We intend to grow our efforts within the 
company to sustain a strong relationship 
with Ozarks Food Harvest and our 
community it supports.”

As a thank you, Ozarks Food Harvest 
provided Prime with a hand-written note 
from child sharing why the food she receives 
is important. 

“There is no more to be said,” said Behnke. 
“It makes you feel so good and lights the fire 
under you for the next event.”  
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Greetings from the O’Reilly Center for 
Hunger Relief!

Each spring, the team at Ozarks Food 
Harvest produces an honor roll of donors and 
annual report that highlights the great work 
made possible by the many loyal supporters 
of The Food Bank.

I’ll share with you just some of the 
highlights that I enjoyed reading, but please 
pick up a copy of your own at Ozarks Food 
Harvest or read it online.

Since moving into the O’Reilly Center for 
Hunger Relief in 2009, Ozarks Food Harvest 
has increased its annual distribution by nearly 
10 million pounds to provide 16.8 million 
pounds of food, or 14 million meals, this past 
fiscal year. 

That kind of exponential growth 
demonstrates both the need in our 
community, and the commitment of donors 
to help their struggling neighbors.

By providing food and equipment grants 
to its network of 200 partner pantries, Ozarks 
Food Harvest infused the equivalent of $28.8 
million into hunger-relief in the Ozarks in 
fiscal year 2015 alone.

That’s no small endeavor. 
It’s powerful to read about the millions of 

meals provided to those in need, including 
2.69 million meals right here in Greene 
County. Each meal represents a child or adult 
who has benefitted from your generosity.

Like the hundreds of children who 
receive food at After-School or Summer Food 
programs, or the 1,600 kids who benefit 
every week during the school year from the 
Weekend Backpack Program. Nearly 468,000 
meals were provided last year through just 
these programs.

And of course, none of this at Ozarks Food 
Harvest would be possible without the 
incredible agencies that partner with The 
Food Bank to give food directly to people in 
need.

As I read through the report, the 
importance of partnerships kept coming to 

mind. Without the individual and corporate 
donors, partner pantries, staff, board and 
volunteers, none of this would be possible.

I’m thankful to count myself as one part of 
this critical organization. And I’m thankful my 
friends at Ozarks Food Harvest can count on 
you, too.

Bart recently shared with me an email he 
received from Danny, a 60-year-old man who 
received food from a mobile pantry in West 
Plains. Danny shared that he never received 
assistance from a pantry before, but after 
suffering from a brain stem stroke three years 
ago, he has come to need help from others.

“From the bottom of my heart, I thank 
the Ozarks Food Harvest group as a whole, 
and for what they do. Blessings to all of you. 
Again, thank you all,” he wrote.

Bart shared with me that Danny’s email was 
a great example of why Ozarks Food Harvest 
exists. I couldn’t agree more.

Please give Bart a call today to learn how 
you can use your time and treasure to help 
those in our community who are struggling.   

Join The Food Bank at Panera Bread on 
National & Elm during the First Friday Art Walk, 
Nov. 7. When you make a monetary donation 
to OFH, you receive soup and a baguette 
from Panera—plus an "empty bowl” created 
by a local artist. The "empty bowls" serve as a 
reminder of the thousands of empty bowls on 
dinner tables across SWMO.  distribution

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
GOOD WORK AT OFH

UPCOMING EVENTS

CHARLIE'S 
CORNER

 CHARLIE O'REILLY, 
O'REILLY CENTER 

VIEW THE HONOR ROLL OF DONORS AND ANNUAL 
REPORT ONLINE AT OZARKSFOODHARVEST.ORG/

FINANCIALS, OR PICK UP A COPY AT THE FOOD BANK.

Arvest Bank has moved the annual 1 Million 
Meals campaign to the spring when The Food 
Bank has fewer food and monetary donations. 

The sixth annual campaign began April 4 and 
runs through May 28. 

Those who are interested in participating can 
donate food or funds to Arvest branches in 
Springfield and Nixa. 

Last year these branches collected 659 pounds 
of food and $3,329, providing nearly 17,200 
meals. Since 2011, this campaign has provided 
nearly 295,000 meals to The Food Bank!  

ARVEST'S 1 MILLION MEALS DRIVE, THROUGH MAY  28

SECOND ANNUAL GIVE 
OZARKS ON MAY 3
On May 3, the Community Foundation of 
the Ozarks is hosting Give Ozarks, a 24-hour 
online day of fundraising that will rally the 
community around local nonprofits. 

Ozarks Food Harvest is raising funds for the 
Weekend Backpack Program during this one-
day online drive, which relies on social media 
and crowdfunding. 

Learn more about getting involved with 
this second annual day of giving from OFH's 
Denise Gibson on page four.

Donations can be made securely on May 
3 by visiting Ozarks Food Harvest's page:  
giveozarks.org/2016/ofh. 
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Ozarks Food Harvest’s donors are simply 
incredible. We could not do what we do 
without you. Your care for the Ozarks and those 
who are struggling with hunger is  unmatched. 

I know that each gift of yourself and your 
treasure to The Food Bank is a sacrifice. You 
are choosing to spend your valuable time and 
hard-earned dollars helping others. I hope 
you know how thankful we are.

Here at Ozarks Food Harvest, we wanted 
to learn more about what makes you want 
to give and why you are concerned for your 
struggling neighbors.

We sent an email to some of our most loyal 
donors and asked them three questions 
regarding their giving. I think this helped us 
tremendously to gain a better perspective on 
your generosity.

I’d like to share with you the results from the 

first question so you can get better insight 
into why your fellow donors support Ozarks 
Food Harvest.

We asked, “What motivates you to support 
The Food Bank?”

• Hunger awareness in the Ozarks: 32%
• Volunteered with OFH or partner agency: 15%
• Have faced hunger or hardship before: 13%
• Know someone who is food insecure: 12%
• Ability and desire to give: 8%
• Faith or religious reasons: 8%
• Compassion and concern for the hungry: 7%
• Good reputation and use of funds: 5%
We were not surprised to see so many of 

you, 25 percent, shared with us again this 
year that you have either experienced hunger 
personally, or known someone who has. The 
devastating problem of hunger is far reaching, 
even affecting people you would not expect.

One donor shared that her own personal 
experience motivates her giving: “I have lived 
on a tight budget with a fear of going hungry.” 

Even those of you who have not felt the 
pain of hunger shared that it’s hard to imagine 
this terrible issue that your fellow community 
members face on a daily basis.

Thirty-two percent of you shared that you 
give simply because you are aware that there 
is a need. “I can't stand the thought of anyone 
being hungry,” said one donor.

I think one our donors said it perfectly when 
she said, “Hunger is a community problem that 
I can help solve.”

We know that many of you are especially 
touched by our programs reaching children, 
such as the Weekend Backpack Program. Just 
as we ask you why you give, we ask the people 
who receive food what it means to them that 
there are people in the community who care 
about their struggle.

Thirteen-year-old Elvis shared, “Me and my 
family are all grateful for the food bags we 
receive because we have something to eat 
when there is nothing at all. Thanks to you we 
are able to get our daily meals and nutrition.”

We cannot say it enough, thank you for your 
generous support. It means everything to the 
children, families and seniors we serve.   

DENISE GIBSON,
DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

DENISE'S DESK
FROM

GIVING MOTIVATED BY 
NEED, PERSONAL STORIES

 BART BROWN,
PRESIDENT/CEO

One in four children in the Ozarks may not 
know where their next meal will come from.

Fortunately, Ozarks Food Harvest is 
committed to solving this harsh reality. 

Because of the incredible support from our 
donors, we provide kids with food through 
the Weekend Backpack Program serving 1,600 
kids each week in 52 Springfield and rural 
schools.  

Your participation in the second annual 
Give Ozarks on May 3 is crucial in our 
continuous fight to end hunger for the 
children in our community. 

By joining with us for this 24-hour online 
day of fundraising, you can help The Food 
Bank raise funds to support the Weekend 
Backpack Program. Without this program, 
kids are missing out on the life-saving food 
to take home over the weekend when school 
breakfasts and lunches are not available. 

That’s why we need your help.
Esmerelda, a student who receives food 

through the program recently shared with us 
her story. 

“We wouldn’t have food without the food 
bags because we 
don’t have much 
money,” Esmerelda 
wrote. “Sometimes 
we’ve had to go to 
bed hungry because 
we didn’t have 
money for food.”

This program is critical to ensuring kids 
won’t go to bed hungry.

During last year’s Give Ozarks, the support 
of 175 individuals and organizations 
exceeded our $10,000 goal and raised 
$14,301 — providing 10,725 meals for hungry 
children in the Ozarks.  

I encourage you to help us feed hungry 
kids in our community by donating to The 
Food Bank during this year’s Give Ozarks. Visit 
ozarksfoodharvest.org to get involved.   

JOIN OFH FOR GIVE OZARKS

DONOR SUPPORT MEANS A LOT TO KIDS LIKE ELVIS.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE 
FRIENDS OF THE FOOD BANK

OFH BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tamara de Wild 
O’Reilly Auto Parts–President

Dr. Meera Scarrow 
Mercy Hospital-Springfield–President Elect

Tim Bellanti 
Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc.–Secretary

Tommy Wohlgemuth 
SGC™ Foodservice–Treasurer

Mike Pinkston   
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc.–Past President

Dr. John Buckner 
Ferrell Duncan Clinic

Jim Guthrie 
Prime Inc.

Mike Mattson 
Guaranty Bank

Gary Naab 
General Mills, Retired

Jill Reynolds 
Commerce Trust Company

Kenny Ross 
Morelock–Ross Builders

Krystal Russell
 Spectrum Accounting and Payroll Vault 
Todd Sherman  

Kraft Heinz
James Wilson  

NewStream Enterprises, a subsidiary of SRC Holdings
Chad Young  

Cameron Insurance

OFH STAFF
 
Bart Brown, President/CEO

ADMINISTRATION 
Cindy Snow, Director of Administration
Cindy Boggs, Office Manager
Jenna Brown, Administrative Assistant
Terry Keller, Administrative Services Coordinator
Melanie Toler, Receptionist

DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATIONS 
Denise Gibson, Director of Development & Communication
Emily Gregory, Public Relations Intern
Cassie Hanson, Development & Grants Manager
Lisa Matus, Development Assistant
Jennifer Sickinger, Senior Coordinator
Christine Temple, Communication Coordinator

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Gordon Day, Director  of Community Resources
Dan Bohannon, Retail Store Donation Coordinator
Jeremy Clark, Volunteer Coach
Christy Claybaker, Community Engagement Coordinator
Cameron Crews, Volunteer Coach
Jolene Thompson, Volunteer Engagement Manager
Mandy Vela, Volunteer Coach
Jacob Waggoner, Volunteer Coach
Brian Wilson,  Volunteer Center Supervisor 
Corbin Young, Volunteer Coach

MEMBER SERVICES 
Mary Zumwalt, Director  of Programs & Member Services
Jordan Browning, SNAP & Senior Programs Coordinator
Casey Gunn,  Retail Compliance Specialist
Kimberly Hansen, SNAP Coordinator
Abbey Hedges, Backpack Program Coordinator
Terra Lamb, Agency Outreach Coordinator
Elise Peck, Member Services Assistant
Jane Terry, Creative Information Specialist
Erin Thomason, Nutrition Programs Coordinator

OPERATIONS ADMINSTRATION 
Scott Boggs, Director  of Operations
Theresa Dixon, Warehouse Supervisor
Mike Doubledee, Inventory Manager
Eddie Hicks, Operations Administration
Troy Haddow, Operations Administration
Steve Roberts, Transportation Supervisor
Linda Smith, Operations Administration

Due to growth and limited space in the newsletter, all warehouse 
and transportation associates on the Operations team are now listed 
online at ozarksfoodharvest.org.

OPAL FOODS HAS DONATED EGGS TO THE FOOD 
BANK EVERY YEAR FOR THE PAST NINE YEARS. 

Since 2008, SRC Holdings’ employees have 
participated in an annual holiday food and 
fund drive to support the Weekend Backpack 
Program. In 2015, $2,951 and 190 pounds 
of food were donated to The Food Bank, for 
a collective total of over $16,600 and 4,600 
pounds of food over the past eight years.

SRC HOLDINGS HOSTS DRIVE

Thanks to Hammons Hall for gifting 
$3,000 to provide 15,000 meals to hungry 
people in the Ozarks! For every pre-sale 
ticket purchased during STOMP, which 
was performed in mid-March at Juanita 
K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts, 
Ozarks Food Harvest received $5. 

HAMMONS HALL GIFTS $3,000 
FROM STOMP PRE-SALE TICKETS

The Slusher Foundation gifted $6,000 
to Ozarks Food Harvest to benefit the 
Weekend Backpack Program. This foundation 
is a generous supporter of the program at 
Ozarks’ schools. This grant will help Ozarks 
Food Harvest provide 888 bags, or 5,328 
meals, this school year. 

SLUSHER FOUNDATION GIFTS 
$6,000 TO BACKPACK PROGRAM

LAND O'LAKES DONATES CHEESE 

OWEN SMITH ON A TOUR AT OZARKS FOOD HARVEST.

Land O'Lakes donated 40,000 pounds of 
cheese to Ozarks Food Harvest last year. 
This was the Land O’Lakes' ninety-second 
donation since its First Run Program 
was established in 2010. The program is 
committed to donating fresh product to help 
food banks alleviate hunger. 

Owen Smith, a 7-year-old from Springfield, 
raised $140 for Ozarks Food Harvest by 
selling his artwork. He said he was motivated 
by learning that some people don't have 
food. Thanks, Owen, for providing 700 meals!

7-YEAR-OLD RAISES $140 FOR OFH

Neosho-based Opal Foods has donated 
more than three quarters of a million eggs 
to Ozarks Food Harvest over the past nine 
years — providing 240,000 eggs this season 
alone. Eggs are an important item for The 
Food Bank to supply because they are high 
in protein and nutrients. But fresh eggs can 
be a hard item to acquire. That's why the 
partnership with Opal Foods is so crucial.

 

OPAL FOODS DONATES 20,000 
DOZEN EGGS AT EASTER

Ozarks Food Harvest received a 
7,000-pound donation of Smart Chicken 
this past winter, thanks to Tecumseh Farms! 
This is the 13th year for the donation, which 
allows food pantries in the region to serve 
protein-rich chicken to families in need. 

TECUMSEH FARMS PROVIDES 
ANNUAL CHICKEN DONATION

OFH'S BART BROWN AND DENISE GIBSON WITH 
JOE HORVATH OF TECUMSEH FARMS.

AECI DONATES  $5,000 TO OFH
Associated Electric Cooperative, Inc. has 

donated to The Food Bank since 2001 and 
generously donated $5,000 this year.  
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VOLUNTEER & FOOD DRIVE PROGRAMS                SPRING 2016

During the spring months, food and fund drives decline. Visit ozarksfoodharvest.org/fooddrive to help!6

LOU ANN CORNELISON SORTS FOOD AT OFH'S VOLUNTEER CENTER. THANKS TO RANDY BACON FOR 
TAKING THIS PHOTO AND SHARING LOU ANN'S STORY THROUGH THE 7 BILLION ONES PROJECT. 

Volunteers play a crucial role in Ozarks Food 
Harvest’s mission to solve hunger in the Ozarks. 

Every day volunteers visit The Food Bank 
ready to lend a hand with a community of 
people brought together by their passion to 
help others. 

Food Bank staff celebrate the 
accomplishments of volunteers year-round, 
but especially in April during National 
Volunteer Month — a time to honor and thank 
the volunteers who give their energy and 

talent to help feed their neighbors in need. 
Dedicated volunteers give hundreds of 

hours of their time to sort and pack 80,000 
pounds of food every week. 

This hard work allows Ozarks Food Harvest 
to provide 14 million meals annually to 
children, families and seniors who may not 
know where their next meal will come from. 

“Making sure that people have enough to 
eat is something I have a passion for – and 
Ozarks Food Harvest is the strongest force 
that I know of out here,” shared Lou Ann 
Cornelison, a volunteer for nearly six years. 
“The outreach is to all ages, and helping 28 
counties is exceptional. I really feel at home.”

Because of faithful volunteers like Lou Ann, 
kids in the Ozarks will not have to go to bed 
hungry, families can feel hope instead of worry 
and seniors do not have to choose between 
paying the electric bill or buying medicine.  

Heartfelt thanks to all volunteers for 
helping thousands of people in southwest 
Missouri.  

VOLUNTEER LAURA SIMS REACHED 1,000 HOURS 
OF SERVICE TO THE FOOD BANK IN FEBRUARY.

FOOD BANK CELEBRATES 
VOLUNTEERS THIS MONTH

During Lent, Ozarks Food Harvest asked 
area churches and community partners to 
collect fish in cans or pouches for the second 
annual Fish Drive, a food drive focused on 
the donations of high-protein fish.

The eight churches and organizations that 
participated collected a total of 929 pounds 
of food — providing 774 meals for children, 
families and seniors in the Ozarks. This 
exceeded last year’s total by 360 pounds.

“We’re excited about this year’s increase 
because fish gives those we serve protein-
rich meals,” said Denise Gibson, Ozarks 
Food Harvest director of development and 
communication. “Fish is one of the most 
requested items, so this drive is a huge help 
to the community.”

To help increase protein options for Ozarks 
Food Harvest’s network of agencies, groups 
were asked to collect canned or pouched 
tuna, salmon, mackerel, sardines or oysters.

Food Bank staff thought this type of drive 
would be a creative way for Lenten observers 
to put their faith into action and help feed 
their neighbors in need in the Ozarks. 

If you didn’t have a chance to donate 
during the Fish Drive, head to Walmart stores 
on April 24. The Venues, a Springfield church, 
is collecting fish from shoppers for the 
second year. Last year, the church collected 
1,470 pounds of food and $67. You can also 
drop off donations at The Food Bank.

 

FISH DRIVE REELS IN 
NEARLY 1,000 POUNDS

FISH COLLECTED DURING THE ANNUAL DRIVE.
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DONATE THROUGH 
APRIL FOR 27TH 
SCOUTING FOR FOOD

Scouts across the Ozarks have been 
collecting food for the 27th annual Scouting 
for Food since mid-March. Those who are 
interested in supporting this drive have only a 
couple weeks left to make their donations at 
either the Boy Scouts office at 1616 S. Eastgate 

Ave. or at Ozarks Food Harvest. During the 
Scouts one-day drive at Walmart, over 4,000 
pounds of food and $442 were collected to 
provide 5,600 meals in just one day!

Help beat last year's total of 15,000 meals by 
donating today!  

7

Ruby Allen
Marisa Andrews
Jim Blackwell
Margaret Blackwell
Delys Bodenhausen
Max Bodenhausen
Charles Bowen
Trudy Bowen
Allison Bushue
Gene Campbell
Karla Carroll
Gale Clithero
John Cooper
Eddie Currier
Linda Currier
Patricia Devine
Cecelia Dickey
Kris Dreesen
Arlene Eichler
Eltjen Flikkema
Jerri Flikkema
Justin Flowers
John Gentry
Jim Goethals
Scott Goheen
Ann Gouge
Matthew Haley
Robert Hanson
Wil Hardiman
Kirk Hawkins
Zachary Herbert
Patti Hudgins
Ray Jackson
Sibyl James
Harvey Kaylor

Freeman Kleier
Donald Landon
Linda Lange
Justin Langham
George Lawrence
Susanne Martin
Dave McGee
Joe Meyer
Chandler Mirabal
Melvie Mosier
Linh Neal
Charlene Nelson
John Parrish
Brad Raven
Lester Rhodes
Beth Robertson
Sydney Rogers
Nikala Roseborough
Rhonda Roseborough
Deborah Rumpf
Tom Ryan
Judith Sharp
Laura Sims
William Sines
Harley Snyder
Stefanie Stoneking
Justin Valdez
Lona Wait
Melanie Webb
Von Williams
Matthew Wilson
Beth Winship
Larry Woolf
Jerry Yoakum

INDIVIDUALS 25+ HOURS

3M
Abacus CPAs, LLC
Ameriprise Financial, Wendy Joplin
Ameriprise Financial, Carolyn Crim
Ameriprise Financial Services, John Rehani
Arvest Bank
Ava High School National Honor Society
Campbell UMC Faith for Life
Central High School Key Club
Cherokee Middle School National Honor Society
Choe Family
Datema House
Drury University
Elks Lodge
FDIC
Forsyth R-III FCCLA
French's
Good Samaritan - Step Ahead Program
Greene County Juvenile Court
Greene County Youth Academy
Hamra Enterprises
Harmony House
Hartville High School National Honor Society
Harvest on Wheels
King's Way UMC
Logan Rogersville FFA
Marisol International
Mercy Base Program
MSU Beta Alpha Psi
MSU Community Involvement & Service
MSU Leaders in Community Service
MSU TRIO
Parkview High School National Honor Society
Republic High School National Honor Society
Seymour High School National Honor Society &  
       Peer Leaders
Student Nursing Organization
Southwest Missouri Women Lawyers
Springfield Skeptics
Strafford High School National Honor Society
University of South Dakota AWOL Program
Wesley UMC

GROUPS 30+ HOURS

Nov. 1, 2015-Feb. 29 2016

FOOD DRIVES 250+ POUNDS

Springfield-Greene Co. Park Board, Turkey Trot — 7,140
Field Elementary School — 2,778
Parmele Law Firm — 2,671
Golden Pond Apartments — 2,596
La-Z-Boy — 1,774
Walmart Neighborhood Market (S. Glenstone) — 1,743
The Wooten Company — 1,478
Jordan Valley Community Health Center — 1,083
Grant Avenue Freewill Baptist Church — 1,029
Drury Greek Socialization — 1,003
Red Tree Church — 959
Ridewell Suspensions — 830
Drury University's Lambda Chi Alpha — 781
Finnegan’s Wake — 620
Eddies Headies, LLC — 612
Greenwood Laboratory School — 612
Crockett Chiropractic — 597
Logan-Rogersville fourth graders — 556
Jack Henry & Associates — 533
Bare Essentials Boutiques — 528
Cerner Corporation — 520
Walmart Neighborhood Market (El Camino Alto) — 486
Missouri State University Meyer Library — 466
Greene County Commission — 447
Greene County Circuit Clerk — 439
Mattress Firm — 392
Springfield Gymnastics & Aquatics Center — 386
Holmes & Griffeth Financial Planners — 371
Regions Bank — 328
Margeorgeous Boutique — 314
Springfield Symphony Orchestra — 311
Republic High School - FCCLA — 300
Walmart Supercenter (E. Independence) — 299
Cox North Family Medicine Office — 294
Sigma Alpha Sorority - MSU — 294
Gold Mountain Communications — 291
Walmart Neighborhood Market (E. Sunshine) — 275
Edward Jones — 264
MSU Student Affairs — 262
Cline Dental — 255
DO Outdoors — 250

GLEAN TEAM VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Ozarks Food Harvest’s Glean Team needs 

volunteers to get their hands dirty planting 
seeds and harvesting produce during its 
third garden season, which began in March. 

Last season, volunteers harvested nearly 
23,000 pounds of fresh produce. In 2016, the 
program hopes to expand the harvest by 
another 5,000 pounds, or more. 

Members of the community can make 
this growth possible by volunteering with 
Ozarks Food Harvest in local gardens to help 
provide healthy food to those in need.

“The Glean Team, part of our Full Circle 
Gardens program, is a step toward solving 

food insecurity by connecting volunteers 
with food production and improving access 
to healthy, fresh produce across our agency 
network and in Springfield neighborhoods,” 
said Christy Claybaker, Ozarks Food Harvest 
community engagement coordinator.

Regular volunteer sessions are available to 
all ages five times a week and emergency 
glean sessions are scheduled as needed. 

If you want to make friends, get exercise 
and vitamin D, join the Glean Team today 
by filling out the volunteer application 
at ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer and 
indicate gardening as a skill.   

REGISTER TO VOLUNTEER  IN THE GARDENS 
AT OZARKSFOODHARVEST.ORG/VOLUNTEER. 

Nov. 21, 2015-March 21, 2016
Nov. 1, 2015-Feb. 29 2016
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O’Reilly Center for Hunger Relief

2810 N. Cedarbrook Ave. | P.O. Box 5746
Springfield, MO 65801-5746

(417) 865-3411  
ozarksfoodharvest.org

Transforming
Hunger into 
Hope™

STAY CONNECTED


