
Thanks to hundreds of generous donors, 
Ozarks Food Harvest can provide more food 
to hungry families across the Ozarks. As soon 
as the finishing touches were complete in July, 
food bank staff began accepting, processing 
and distributing food in the 56,000 square-
foot expansion. 

Currently, Ozarks Food Harvest provides 17 
million meals across 28 counties in southwest 
Missouri. Although this number has drastically 
increased since the O’Reilly Center for Hunger 
Relief opened in 2009, more meals are still 
needed by food insecure individuals in the 
community to get one step closer to closing 
the meal gap. 

A lead gift from the O’Reilly family, donations 
from individual, corporate and foundation 
donors and the J.E. & L.E. Mabee Foundation 
Challenge Grant made it possible to meet  
the $4.8 million goal to complete the 
expansion project. 

The expanded space includes a new produce 
cooler, expanded shelving units and five new 
truck docks. With more space to process and 
stage donations, The Food Bank will increase 
food rescue efforts, distribute more fresh 
produce and ultimately provide more meals 
across the Ozarks. 

“We are so excited about what this expansion 
means for the community,” said Bart Brown, 
president and CEO of Ozarks Food Harvest. 
“We are now able to provide more food per 
person, so we can make sure that people are 

getting the food they so desperately need.”

One in five children and one in seven adults 
in southwest Missouri are food insecure, 
meaning they don’t know where their 
next meal will come from. At Ozarks Food 
Harvest, employees, member agencies and 
supporters all have the same mission in mind: 
Transforming Hunger into Hope for our food 
insecure neighbors.  

Logan Godwin, manager of Christian 
Action Ministries in Branson, has already seen  
an increase in the amount of food his pantry 
receives with the new expansion. The pantry 
currently serves more than 2,000 families  
a month. 

“The more stuff we get from Ozarks Food 
Harvest, the more stuff we can hand out 
at the pantry, which is always a 
blessing,” he said. “We’re already 
getting more produce,  
bakery items and  
canned goods.” 

Shawn, a husband and 
father in Greene County, 
struggles to pay the bills 
and feed his family, 
despite having a job. 

“I work, but the 
pay isn’t good. I’m 
having a hard 
time putting 
food on the 
table,” he said. 
“Now with 
Ozarks Food 
Harvest, I will 
be able to 
get through 
each day 
and have 
food for  
my son.”

Thanks to all of our generous Ending Hunger, 
Building Hope capital campaign donors,  
we have the ability to help more families  
like Shawn’s across our 28-county service 
area. Together, we are Transforming Hunger  
into Hope.  
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Warehouse expansion Complete

“I work, but the pay isn't good. I'm 
having a hard time putting food 
on the table. Now with Ozarks 
Food Harvest, I will be able to get 
through each day and have food 
for my son.”
      -Shawn, Ozarks Food Harvest client
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Greetings from the O’Reilly Center for 
Hunger Relief! 

As I’m writing this, Congress is currently 
ironing out the final details of the upcoming 
Farm Bill to be voted on by the House and  
the Senate. 

For those who don’t know, the Farm Bill is 
the major food and farm legislation revisited 
by Congress every five years. The bill is vital 
to Ozarks Food Harvest because of how 
it influences federal nutrition program  
funding. Programs utilized at The Food Bank 
such as The Emergency Food Assistance 
Program (TEFAP), the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP or food stamps) 
and the Commodity Supplemental Food 
Program (CSFP or Senior Food box program) 
are all affected by this important piece  
of legislation. 

As a supporter of hunger relief in the Ozarks, 
I feel it is our duty to advocate to protect 
nutrition programs that assist with Ozarks 
Food Harvest’s mission of Transforming Hunger 
into Hope. 

The partnership between federal programs 
and private assistance ensures folks in 
southwest Missouri—and across the United 
States—don’t have to decide whether or not 
they can afford to eat today.  

For example, SNAP provided food assistance 
to more than 760,000 individuals in Missouri 
in 2017, with more than 70 percent of those 
participants consisting of families with 
children.  

TEFAP is another essential resource that 
provides nutritious USDA food for food banks 
that work to feed those in our community who 
have nowhere else to turn for assistance. 

Some individuals aren’t qualified for these 
programs, which is where Ozarks Food Harvest 
steps in by serving 261,000 unduplicated 
individuals each year.  

It’s important to remember that the people 
who struggle with hunger are not just a 
statistic; they are our neighbors, friends and 
family members. They just need a little help 
to get back on their feet when life brings 
unexpected events. 

Thirty-five-year-old Stephanie, a recipient 
of Ozarks Food Harvest services, shared, “I 
was used to not worrying. My family had 
two decent incomes coming in. In October 
2017, my husband came down very sick. He 
spent two full months in the hospital and 
almost died more times than I can count. We 
‘celebrated’ our one year anniversary in the 
hospital. Worry is my way of life now.” 

If we are to see cuts to programs like SNAP  

or TEFAP, families like Stephanie’s will be 
forced to make the choice between food and 
medical care. 

We ask for your help to let Missouri  
legislators know our network supports 
programs like SNAP, TEFAP and CSFP to 
ensure no one in Missouri or any other state 
goes hungry. Please join me in contacting 
your representatives from Congress today 
through the Feeding America advocacy 
hotline, 888-398-8702, or contact them 
through their websites and ask them to  
make hunger relief a priority: Sen. Claire 
McCaskill, mccaskill.senate.gov; Sen. Roy 
Blunt, blunt.senate.gov; and Rep. Billy Long,  
long.house.gov. 

Visit ozarksfoodharvest.org or give Bart a 
call to learn more about how you can help our 
community advocate for greater food access. 

Join The Food Bank at Panera Bread on 
National & Elm during the First Friday Art Walk, 
Nov. 7. When you make a monetary donation 
to OFH, you receive soup and a baguette 
from Panera—plus an "empty bowl” created 
by a local artist. The "empty bowls" serve as a 
reminder of the thousands of empty bowls on 
dinner tables across SWMO.  

distribution

advoCate for federal 
nutrition programs

Charlie's 
Corner

 CHarlie O'reilly, 
O'reilly CenTer 

20th annual radio-thon 
raises $140,168 for Weekend 
Backpack program

In September, The Food Bank and 
iHeartMedia’s 105.9 KGBX were joined by 
community members and local businesses 
to raise funds for Ozarks Food Harvest’s 
Weekend Backpack Program. The 20th annual 
Hungerthon collected $140,168, which will 
provide 467 hungry children with nutritious 
meals for every weekend of the school year.

The entire program provides more than 
1,600 food insecure children across the Ozarks 
with food bags each Friday throughout 
the school year. Each food bag contains six 
nutritious easy-open meals for children that 
might otherwise go hungry.

“Our partnership with Kevin and Liz 
throughout the past 20 years has allowed 
us to make an incredible impact in the 
community,” said Bart Brown, Ozarks Food 
Harvest’s president/CEO. “We are so thankful 
for their passion to fight hunger and for all of 
the community members who have donated 
to help hungry kids.”

Kevin Howard and Liz Delany of 105.9 KGBX 
hosted the radio-thon, spending 30 hours  
on the air over the course of four days to  
help raise money for The Food Bank. Special 
thanks to our sponsors Anthem Blue Cross  
and Blue Shield, Associated Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., CoxHealth, Harter House, 
Heart of America Beverage Company, 

MassMutual, The Musgrave Foundation, 
Peck Insurance & Financial Services, Inc., 
Ron & Janice Penney and Yahweh’s Place  
at Cedarville.

"It always feels great after Hungerthon to 
know that we, along with listeners of KGBX 
and supporters of Ozarks Food Harvest, have 
made a big difference in the Ozarks," said 
Kevin Howard of The Kevin and Liz Show. 
"We now know that 467 kids that were on the 
waiting list are going to be taken care of in the 
coming school year.” 

Fifty-nine schools across 16 counties 
in southwest Missouri participate in the  
Weekend Backpack Program, which distributes 
58,000 food bags annually. At-risk students 
are identified by teachers and counselors, who 
interact with the children daily, to participate 
in the program.

Since 1999, hunger heroes have donated 
more than $1.9 million through Hungerthon. 

Kevin Howard and Liz Delany of 105.9 KGBX hosted the 
four-day radio-thon.

Denise Gibson, Kevin Howard, Liz Delany and Bart Brown pose with the Jersey Mike’s Sub-Total board at the 
conclusion of Hungerthon. 

Kum & go 
provides 
fresh food 
for member 
agenCies 

In May, several senior centers in southwest 
Missouri began receiving fresh food 
donations from Kum & Go retailers. When 
food donations first arrived at Northview 
Senior Center, seniors excitedly lined up at 
the cooler to choose from sandwiches, wraps, 
veggies and fruit.

For many seniors in the Ozarks, making 
the tough choice between prescription 
medications and food is a stark reality. But 
with the additional fresh food donations  
from Kum & Go, they can find some peace  
of mind about where their next meal will 
come from.  

Northview Senior Center administrator 
Tammy Echessa works closely with those who 
stop by the senior center for lunch each day. 
“When they pick up the fresh food to take 
home after lunch, they smile because they 
know they’re going to be okay,” she said.

For the past 20 years, Jackie has visited 
Northview Senior Center several times a 
week to have lunch and visit with friends. 
As the self-proclaimed “cooler keeper,” Jackie 
encourages people to take Kum & Go meals 
home—and ensures that no one takes  
too much. 

“It’s very good for those with limited 
income," she said. “It really makes a big 
difference in their lives.”

Since the end of 2017, nineteen Kum & Go 
stores have provided nearly 50,000 meals 
for food insecure individuals in the Ozarks.  
More than 40 senior centers, emergency 
shelters and food pantries in southwest 
Missouri receive food from these stores on a 
regular basis. 

“Ozarks Food Harvest helped us establish 
our formal food rescue program in southern 
Missouri,” said Derek Nelson, manager of 
sustainability for Kum & Go. “We cannot 
thank The Food Bank enough for its efforts in 
helping us achieve our food waste reduction 
goals and helping the communities we serve.”

Thanks to a recent grant that will provide 
infrastructure equipment to member 
agencies, Ozarks Food Harvest plans to add 
19 more Kum & Go stores to the program and 
increase the number of agencies that benefit 
from this fresh food. 

Join us for a holiday fund drive! Check Out 
Hunger gives southwest Missouri shoppers 
the chance to add a $1, $3 or $5 tax-free 
donation to their bill when checking out at 
area grocery stores. Last year’s fundraiser 
collected nearly $50,000 to provide 200,000 
meals to children, families and seniors  
in need. 

Start your Thanksgiving morning with a run 
or walk during the 24th annual Turkey Trot at 
8 a.m. on Nov. 22! Race-goers are encouraged 
to donate five nonperishable food items to 
Ozarks Food Harvest. In 2017, The Food Bank 
collected more than 10,500 pounds of food. 
Learn more on page 6. 

Springfield Public Schools will participate 
in the 8th annual Ozarks Food Harvest Food 
Fight competition this coming January! The 
mission of Food Fight is to raise awareness 
of hunger across the district and stock 
community and school pantry shelves 
after the holiday season. Support your 
neighborhood school by dropping off 
nonperishable food donations this January. 

On Oct. 23, a portion of private label sales 
from Lucky’s will be donated to The Food 
Bank. The day gives the community a chance 
to come together and support nonprofit 
organizations that are making an impact 
in the local area. Help us reach our goal of 
providing 7,000 meals by purchasing Lucky’s 
private label items on Oct. 23! 

CheCk out hunger
nov. 12—dec. 31

nov. 22

Jan. 14—25, 2019

turkey trot

Food Fight

LuCky's impaCt day

UPcOMING eVeNtS
oct. 23
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At Ozarks Food Harvest, we are always 
looking for opportunities to support our 270 
member agencies. This network includes a 
variety of food pantries, shelters, senior centers 
and schools across southwest Missouri. 

Many of these agencies are completely 
run by volunteers, and support from Ozarks 
Food Harvest is essential as they work hard 
to provide food for those in need. A variety of 
generous grants allow us to equip our partners 
with the tools they need to provide meals for 
their hungry neighbors. With food insecurity 
remaining high in the Ozarks, the ability for 
agencies to distribute more food is critical. 

Since 2009, the Walmart Foundation has 
been a leading supporter of infrastructure 
grants to Feeding America food banks and their 
associated member agencies. Walmart and 
the Walmart Foundation provide donations of 
both food and funds to the Feeding America 
nationwide network of 200 food banks. 

Ozarks Food Harvest recently received a 
$50,000 grant from the Walmart Foundation, 
which allowed The Food Bank to purchase 
coolers and other equipment for more than  
20 agencies. 

Ash Grove Senior Center received its new 
cooler and is now able to accept and distribute 
more food to hungry families. 

“What a difference this cooler has 
made!” expressed Pat Cook, senior center 
administrator at Ash Grove Senior Center. “We 
can now send more food to our homebound 
seniors, and those who visit have more food 
to take home.”

Thanks to the Walmart Foundation, Ash 
Grove Senior Center can provide even more 
meals to those who require food assistance in 
southwest Missouri. 

For the past nine years, Ozarks Food Harvest 
has also partnered with the Walmart State 
Giving Program for Hunger Challenge, a  
dollar-for-dollar matching grant. It’s an 
incredible opportunity for our agencies to 
fundraise in their communities and raise 
awareness of hunger. 

Since 2010, The Food Bank has awarded 
numerous pass-through grants through 
gifts totaling nearly one million dollars from 
Walmart. Ozarks Food Harvest was the first 
food bank in Missouri to award grants to its 

partner nonprofits and has been recognized 
for its efforts. In the last fiscal year, we provided 
$164,186 in agency grants.

We are so thankful for everything that our 
partnership with Walmart allows us to provide 
for our member agencies. Grants allow us to 
help people like Scott, who needs to put food 
on the table for his family.

“My wife and I have a 5-month-old son, and 
she’s the only one working. I have a partial 
lung collapse that does not allow me to do 
much. We struggle just to keep food in the 
house,” he said. 

Receiving aid from Ozarks Food Harvest 
allows Scott to pay his medical bills and rent. 
“It’s a weight lifted off of me and my family. 
My wife worries about where we will get the 
money for diapers or other bills that pop up. 
Now, food is one less worry,” he shared. 

For Scott and more than 164,000 other 
individuals who face food insecurity in the 
Ozarks, food pantries, shelters and other 
agencies are essential to their wellbeing. 
Without additional help from one of The 
Food Bank’s member agencies, many of these 
people would struggle to feed their families 
on a regular basis. 

And, thanks to generous donors like you who 
make our programs possible, we can continue 
to decrease the meal gap in the Ozarks. 

speCial thanKs to these 
friends of the food banK

OFH BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dr. Meera Scarrow 
Mercy Hospital-Springfield–President

Tommy Wohlgemuth 
SGC™ Foodservice–President Elect

Brad Crain 
Arvest Bank of Springfield–Treasurer

James Wilson  
NewStream Enterprises, a subsidiary of SRC  
Holdings–Secretary

Tim Bellanti 
Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc.

Dr. John Buckner 
Ferrell Duncan Clinic

Tamara de Wild 
O’Reilly Auto Parts–Past President

Jim Guthrie 
Prime Inc.

Gary Naab 
General Mills, Retired

Mike Pinkston   
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc.

Jill Reynolds 
Commerce Trust Company

Kenny Ross 
Ross Construction Group

Krystal Russell
 Spectrum Accounting and Payroll Vault 

OFH STAFF
 
Bart Brown, President/CEO

ADMINISTRATION 
Cindy Snow, Director of Administration
Cindy Boggs, Office Manager
Terry Keller, Administrative Services Coordinator
Lauren Zachary, Receptionist

DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATION 
Denise Gibson, Director of Development & Communication
Thomas Cunningham, Community Engagement Coordinator
Jordan Dykstra, Graphic Designer
Cassie Hanson, Development & Grants Manager
Sara Roelke, Communication Coordinator
Jennifer Sickinger, Community Engagement Manager

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Gordon Day, Director  of Community Resources
Dan Bohannon, Retail Store Donation Coordinator
Ben Collins, Volunteer Coach
Julie Daoust, Retail Store Donation Specialist 
Brenda Hesebeck, Volunteer Coach
Rob Medlen, Full Circle Gardens Assistant
Jeremy Moore, Volunteer Coach
Alexa Poindexter, Full Circle Gardens Coordinator
Daniel  Snider,  Lead Volunteer Coach 
Jolene Thompson, Volunteer Engagement Manager

MEMBER SERVICES 
Mary Zumwalt, Director  of Programs & Member Services
Jordan Browning, Comm. Partnerships & Advocacy Coord.
Leah Carter, Agency Capacity Manager
Casey Gunn,  Retail Compliance Specialist
Kimberly Hansen, CSFP/Senior Box Coordinator 
Terra Lamb, Agency Outreach Coordinator
Jane Terry, Creative Information Specialist
Melanie Toler, Member Services Assistant
Erin Thomason, Nutrition Programs Coordinator
Shada Travis, Backpack Program Coordinator

OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Scott Boggs, Director of Operations
Teresa Dixon, Warehouse Manager
Mike Doubledee, Inventory Manager
Steven Henry, Operations Administration
Mike Hesebeck, Transportation Supervisor
Eddie Hicks, Operations/Compliance Coordinator
Steve Roberts, Transportation Manager

Due to growth and limited space in the newsletter, all warehouse 
and transportation associates on the Operations team are now listed 
online at ozarksfoodharvest.org.

support from Walmart 
alloWs for member 
agenCy groWth 

 BarT BrOWn,
PresidenT/CeO

tyson foods provides for 
food inseCure Kids over  
the WeeKend
Tyson Foods recently donated $5,000 for 
Ozarks Food Harvest’s Weekend Backpack 
Program. Tyson Foods’ headquarters are 
located in Springdale, Ark., but many of the 
company’s employees live and work within 
The Food Bank’s service area. Ozarks Food 
Harvest is thankful for this generous donation!

Throughout the summer, Alamo Drafthouse 
donated $1 to The Food Bank from each 
Mother’s Brewing Company featured beer, 
collecting a total of $792. This will provide 
3,168 meals for food insecure individuals in 
the Ozarks. Thank you to Alamo Drafthouse 
and Mother’s Brewing Company for 
supporting Ozarks Food Harvest through the 
Charity on Tap program.

alamo drafthouse provides 
3,168 meals to ozarKs food 
harvest

A big thank you to the Ozarks Health 
Advocacy Foundation for its support of the 
Weekend Backpack Program this school year! 
The foundation’s gift of $5,000 will ensure kids 
have food to eat at home over the weekend 
when school meals are not provided. Since 
2000, OHAF has donated more than $74,000 
to Ozarks Food Harvest.

ohaf donates $5,000 to 
Weekend Backpack program

OHAF’s $5,000 gift will ensure kids have enough food to 
eat on the weekends.

Very special thanks to Baker Creek Heirloom 
Seed Company for a generous gift of $12,000 
from their annual surplus auction to support 
hunger relief efforts across the Ozarks. 
Located in Mansfield, Mo., Baker Creek offers 
one of the largest selections of heirloom 
seeds in the U.S. 

baKer CreeK donates $12,000 
to the food banK and full 
CirCle garden program

Regional banks helped support the completion of the 
new warehouse expansion. 

Pool-goers enjoyed free admission to several Springfield 
pools with the donation of one canned food item for The 
Food Bank.

Thanks to Lucas Oil Speedway, The Food 
Bank received 5,060 pounds from an annual 
summer food drive, which will provide 4,216 
meals. Event-goers were offered one free ticket 
for every four nonperishable food items given. 
Food donations from this event also supported 
Ozarks Food Harvest’s member food pantry in 
Wheatland, Hickory County C.A.R.E.S.

annual food drive at luCas 
oil speedWay ColleCts 5,060 
pounds

From May through early September, 
Springfield-Greene County Park Board offered 
free admission to several local pools when 
swimmers donated canned food items for 
Ozarks Food Harvest. The campaign collected 
8,616 pounds, which will provide 7,180 meals 
for people in need.

splash & sizzle provides 7,180 
meals for hungry neighbors

Thank you to Arvest Bank, Bank of America, 
Central Bank of the Ozarks, Commerce 
Bank, Great Southern Bank, Guaranty Bank, 
Mid-Missouri Bank and Springfield First 
Community Bank for supporting Ozarks 
Food Harvest’s capital campaign. Together, 
these banks gave nearly $200,000 in gifts and 
pledges to help fund Ozarks Food Harvest’s 
expansion project.

regional banKs support 
ending hunger, building 
hope Capital Campaign With 
donations totaling $200,000

DeniSe GiBSOn,
DeveLOpMenT DiRecTOR

denise's desK
from

Hunger Action Month is one of my favorite 
times of year at Ozarks Food Harvest.  
September is filled with community 
partnerships, food and fund drives and  
exciting events, all benefiting The Food Bank. 

We were extremely blessed to partner with a 
variety of local businesses this year. Bambinos, 
The Coffee Ethic, Crave Cookie Dough, Farm 
2 Counter, MaMa Jean’s and Neighbor’s Mill 
all donated proceeds from specific items to 
Ozarks Food Harvest. 

Businesses also helped provide for those 
in need by holding food and fund drives. 
Throughout the month, Central Bank of the 
Ozarks hosted food drives at various bank 
branches across the Springfield area. On 
Sept. 13, Gold Mountain Communications 
employees held food and fund drives at two 

local Walmart locations, collecting 12,924 
meals for The Food Bank. 

Ozarks Food Harvest also partnered with 
Tea Bar & Bites for the Apron Fashion Show 
and with Panera Bread for Empty Bowls. Both 
of these events helped raise money for The 
Food Bank’s feeding programs, and we are  
very thankful for the community’s support. 

The 20th annual Hungerthon radio-thon 
with Kevin and Liz from 105.9 KGBX and Go 
Orange Day with Springfield Public Schools 
were also highlights of the month. 

Thank you for supporting The Food Bank 
during this year’s Hunger Action Month.  Your 
generosity means the world to us—and to 
the 261,000 individuals we serve each year. 
Together, we can work toward solving hunger 
in southwest Missouri.  

Community partnerships  
help fight hunger 
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 Share why you support Ozarks Food Harvest on social media. You might encourage someone to become a Hunger Hero! Transform Hunger into Hope by volunteering to help your neighbors in need. Sign up at ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer.

LoCaL support engages Community during go orange day 

6

thanksgiving 
day raCe BeneFits 
hungry neighBors

volunteers help collect food donations for The Food Bank 
at the annual Turkey Trot in Springfield. 

On Sept. 13, Go Orange Day, Springfield 
Public School students and community 
members sported orange to spread awareness 
about the issue of hunger. 

Cafeterias and classrooms at Robberson 
Elementary, McGregor Elementary, Jeffries 
Elementary and Hickory Hills were filled with 
students and teachers who chose to raise 
awareness of the one in five children and one in 
seven adults that struggle with food insecurity 

in southwest Missouri. 

“We love participating every year,” said April 
Brown, school nurse at Hickory Hills. “We always 
try to get the word out about it by posting on 
Facebook, sending emails and telling parents.”

Children at each of the schools were excited 
to pose for photos with their friends, and  
many of them shared that they were proud 
to wear orange and show their support for 
hunger relief.

At The Food Bank, Ozarks Food Harvest’s 
staff members turned the office orange by  
wearing The Food Bank’s 2018 Hunger Action 
Month t-shirts. 

Thank you so much to all who participated 
and helped make this year’s Go Orange Day 
a success. Because of you, we can increase 
awareness and provide for more hungry people 
in the Ozarks. 

7

Doug Balogh
Craig Biernbaum
Jim & Margaret Blackwell
Charles & Trudy Bowen
Daniel Breidenstein
Shelby Brunscher
Nicholas Canales
Caitlyn Carpenter
Karla Carroll
Tom Carson
Dagan Cobb
John Cooper
Erika Cooperman
Marilyn & Jerry Corson
Eddie & Linda Currier
Eileen Deal
Adam DeBacker
Gary DeHaven
Patricia Devine
Kris Dreesen
Arlene Eichler
Ty Foxworthy
Yadira Gaibor
Colin Gillette
Doug Gooch
Wil Hardiman
Kirk Hawkins
Fabio Heredia
Barbara & Bob Hutson
Alex Jenkins
Donavon Jenkins
Julia Jenkins
Kindal & Kyle Jenkins
Kaitlyn Johnson
Harvey Kaylor
Kristen Keeney
Geordan Kessack

Glenn Kirkland
Freeman Kleier
Donald Landon
Linda Lange
Sarah Lange
George Lawrence
Ben Lindsay
Joshua Love
Audrie Mabe
Ann Marsh
Dave McGee
Deanna Means
Melvie Mosier
Whitney Mosley
Anna Marie Mullies
Charlene Nelson
CJ Newton
Jerry Patton
Melody Pierson
Isabella Quiles
Joseph Quiles
Deborah Rumpf
Tom Ryan
Alex Scranton
Jeff Scranton
Keaton Sharpe
Wes Shealy
Susan Shockley
Harley Snyder
Logan Steinhour
Amy Viets
Lona Wait
Peggy Walker
Georgeann Warren
Carol Weaver
Larry Woolf
Robert Wullner

individuaLs 25+ hours

Food drives 250+ pounds

groups 20+ hours

Springfield-Greene County Park Board, 
splash and sizzle — 5,854 

Lucas Oil Speedway — 4,217 
United Methodist Church , Kimberling City — 4,108
United Way of the Ozarks, day of Caring — 2,063
Missouri Future Farmers of America — 1,146
Grant Ave. Freewill Baptist Church — 413 
Ross Construction Group, LLC — 310 
Federal Medical Center — 288 
Regional Information Sharing Systems, Mid-States

Organized Crime Information Center — 245 
Noble & Associates — 193 
Springfield Cardinals — 162 
Portland Elementary School — 161 
Mercy Central Patient Access — 130 
Luster Street Project — 126 
Disney Elementary School — 119 
Walmart Store #2221 — 104 
Database Systems — 101 
Crossroads 3D Archery Club — 98 
Smithfield Foods — 92 
Air Services & All Services — 80 
Queen City Crush — 78 
Vintage Hills HOA — 62 

Aldersgate Church Youth
AmWins
Assemblies of God
Associated Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Chase Card Services
CoxHealth CCU/MICU
Datema House
Expedia Non-Lodging/Orbitz
Faith For Life–Campbell UMC
FCA Baseball 
First UMC Youth
Ignite Youth
International Dehydrated Foods
John Deere
King's Way UMC
Kirkpatrick, Phillips & Miller, CPA
Marisol International
Mercy MMC, Benefit Admin &  EAP
Morgan Stanley
MSU
North Point Church
O'Reilly Auto Legal Deptartment
Penmac
Penney, Murrray & Associates
Serve Springfield
Student Life
The Third Wheel
TRIO Upward Bound
TTEC
UMKC School of Pharmacy, MSU
Union Hill Youth Group
US Bank
Wesley UMC

give time this hoLiday season
Give back this holiday season by donating 

the gift of time through Ozarks Food Harvest. 
Individual and group volunteer sessions fill 
quickly during this busy time, so ensure your 
spot by signing up early. 

Our volunteer center hours are:
Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday: 1-4 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday: 6-9 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. or 1-4 p.m.

Sessions must be scheduled in advance at 
ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer.

Volunteer with your business! Many 
companies choose to match this gift of time 
with a monetary donation. 

If you have questions about volunteering 
this holiday season, please email Jolene at 
jothompson@ozarksfoodharvest.org. We are 
so grateful for your commitment to fighting 
hunger in the Ozarks! 

Give the gift of time this holiday season by volunteering 
with Ozarks Food Harvest. 

June 1- august  31, 2018

June 1- august  31, 2018

June 1- august  31, 2018

volunteers John cooper and Lona Wait have both accrued 1,000 lifetime hours with Ozarks Food Harvest. 

Week in and week out, dozens of volunteers 
arrive at The Food Bank for their regularly-
scheduled shifts. In August, two of these 
dedicated volunteers surpassed 1,000 hours of 
service with Ozarks Food Harvest.

John Cooper, a retired public accountant, 
began his journey with Ozarks Food Harvest  
in 2013. After spending several shifts sorting 
and packing food at the warehouse, Cooper 
signed up to volunteer at Crimson House, an 
Ozarks Food Harvest member agency that 
distributes food on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month. 

Throughout his time with Ozarks Food 
Harvest, Cooper has gained a greater 
understanding of the prevalence of hunger 
in the community. “At some point in their 
lives, anyone can find themselves in a difficult 
situation where just being able to get some 
groceries can mean a lot.”

Lona Wait began volunteering at Ozarks Food 

Harvest in 2010 after retiring from her career. 
She was already familiar with The Food Bank’s 
mission and wanted to get more involved in 
the community.

Wait gives most of her time to Ozarks Food 
Harvest in the warehouse sorting and packing 
food. Several years ago, she helped collect 
information at a local food pantry during 
Feeding America’s Hunger in America study 
and witnessed the need firsthand. 

“I was amazed at the number of people both 
in need of the food provided by the pantries 
as well as the number of organizations and 
people that volunteer to make the services 
available,” she said. 

The Food Bank is thankful for Cooper and 
Wait’s commitment to fighting hunger and 
the thousands of meals they have provided 
over their years of service. To apply for 
volunteer opportunities and self-schedule,  
visit ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer. 
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This year, the Springfield-Greene County Park 
Board will host the 24th annual Turkey Trot. 
The 5K walk/run is the largest Thanksgiving 
Day 5K in Missouri, attracting more than 7,000 
participants each year. 

Turkey Trot also serves as one of the largest 
one-day food drives of the year for Ozarks 
Food Harvest. Last year’s race raised more than 
10,500 pounds of food for people in need in 
the Ozarks. Since 2011, the event has collected 
138,154 pounds to provide 115,128 meals. 
Attendees can join us for a morning of fun and 
giving back to the community by donating 
nonperishable food items at the Expo Center.

Cash proceeds from the event will benefit 
the Springfield-Greene County Park Board 
Scholarship Fund and the Developmental 
Center for the Ozarks. 

The event will be held rain, snow or shine at 
8 a.m. on Thursday, Nov. 22 at the Springfield 
Expo Center, located at 635 E. St. Louis St. in 
downtown Springfield. Register to run or walk 
at parkboard.org/turkeytrot.

Thank you to our in-kind donors Hiland 
Dairy, Starbucks, SGC Foodservice, Panera 
and Krispy Kreme for providing tasty treats for 
participants throughout the morning. 

Sign the whole family up to help collect food 
at the Expo Center on the morning of the race. 
Contact Jolene or visit ozarksfoodharvest.org/
volunteer to sign up. 
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