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Whether it’s a family of twelve, an elderly 
widow, or a homeless person, Helping Hands 
Ministry is there to serve its hungry neighbors. 
Based in Eagle Rock, MO, Helping Hands 
provides groceries to approximately fifty 
families each month. Executive Director, Rita 
Stringer, and her husband Butch, were among 
the first people to open the food pantry in 
2009. Over the years, the volunteers and clients 
have become like family.

Recently, Rita noticed that one of their clients, 
an elderly gentleman who had lost his wife, 
was not selecting the same groceries that he 
typically chose. Knowing he struggled to pay 
his monthly bills, Rita inquired, and learned 
that his refrigerator had stopped working. 
He was only getting items that would fit in a 
small cooler. To save money, the gentleman 
had also started living in just his kitchen and 
living room, closing off the rest of the house 
to conserve heat. With each visit to Helping 
Hands, he expresses gratitude, always saying, 
“Thank you, kindly,” as he leaves.

Housed in a former one-room schoolhouse, 
what Helping Hands lacks in space, they make 

up for in heart. Both natives to the area, Rita 
and Butch started the ministry to serve Barry 
County after retirement. Butch, coming from 
a nearly four-decade long career with MoDOT, 
and Rita, from thirty years with Justin Boots 
Factory in Cassville, the pair was used to hard 
work. Running a food pantry is no exception, 
but the husband-and-wife team’s strong faith 
fuels the passion for what they do. Rita says 
most days it doesn’t even feel like work.

Ozarks Food Harvest is committed to helping 
hunger relief partners, like Helping Hands,  
serve the community. Each month, the Food 
Bank makes deliveries to the pantry. “Our 
Ozarks Food Harvest driver, Kevin, is a delight. 
He makes delivery days so enjoyable,” Rita 
said. “The volunteers are always happy after 
he leaves, talking about how kind and helpful 
he was.” It’s this compassion and willingness  
to serve that’s at the foundation of Ozarks Food 
Harvest and its partners. The Food Bank offers 
grants and equipment, in addition to groceries. 
A couple of years ago Ozarks Food Harvest 
purchased a two-door cooler for Helping 
Hands. Rita notes that the work they do would 

not be possible without the support of local 
churches, the Eagle Rock Community Center, 
local individuals, and Ozarks Food Harvest.

Over the last year, more and more individuals 
have faced hunger and had to seek assistance 
for the first time. Rita recalled an elderly 
woman that visited Helping Hands, needing 
groceries. Initially, she seemed a little distant, 
but over several months, slowly warmed up. 
They learned that she had recently lost her 
husband, and only had just enough money to 
cover the expense of her medication. She had 
never been to a food pantry before and was 
uncomfortable about asking for help. Because 
of the warm welcome from Helping Hands, the 
woman is now like family.

Ozarks Food Harvest is truly grateful for  
all of our hunger-relief partners who work 
tirelessly to provide food to those in need. It 
is thanks to their compassion and hard work  
that we are able to work towards ending 
hunger in the Ozarks.

a Food Pantry’s ComPassion  
helPs its Community 
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“We both work 
harder at the 
pantry than we 
ever did at our 
jobs but it’s so 
rewarding it’s 
hardly work.”

- Rita Stringer, Executive  
Director at Helping  
Hands Ministry



Many of our hunger-relief partners are led 
solely by volunteers like Rita & Butch from 
Helping Hands Ministry. They have a passion to 
end hunger in their community and work hard 
to provide food to clients that depend on it. 
Ozarks Food Harvest works behind the scenes to 
support these hunger-relief organizations and 
make their job as easy as possible.  

The Food Bank solicits and procures  
large-scale food donations from corporations, 
food manufacturers, grocery suppliers, and 
retail locations. Ozarks Food Harvest and its 
volunteers inspect every donation to ensure all 
food is safe and ready for distribution. Partner 
food pantries can then view these items online 
and place an order. The Food Bank’s drivers 
deliver this food, free of charge, directly to each 
partner’s doorstep. 

In addition to providing donated food, The 
Food Bank also purchases food items in bulk 
at discounted rates. This helps supplement 
inventory and ensure a steady supply of most 
needed items are available. Each Fall, Ozarks 
Food Harvest purchases special food items to 
provide an additional 250,000 holiday meals. 
Items include turkey, gravy, margarine, potatoes, 
cornbread, cake mix, pumpkin, peaches, corn, 
green beans, sweet potatoes and cranberry 
sauce. This year, many items were out-of-
stock, hard to find and much more expensive.  
Despite the challenges, Ozarks Food Harvest 
is grateful to provide holiday meal items as an 
added benefit to our partners and clients.

Many food pantries across the Ozarks operate 
out of small locations with limited budgets and 
older equipment. It’s not unusual for freezers 

and coolers to break down, dramatically 
limiting the amount of food safely stored  
and distributed. Thankfully, The Food Bank  
invests in each member pantry by providing 
funding for infrastructure and equipment  
grants. In the past year alone, more than 
$300,000 has been provided to keep food 
pantries running smoothly. 

Ozarks Food Harvest is so grateful for each of 
our hunger-relief partners who work tirelessly 
on the frontlines of hunger. It’s important 
that they are equipped to feed the families 
lining up outside their doors without having 
to worry about funding, food and logistics. It 
is only by partnering with these hunger-relief 
organizations that the Food Bank can work to 
end hunger in the Ozarks. 

Gift exchanges, presents under the tree, 
parties—December is a time for abundance, 
but not everyone is so fortunate. Sixty-seven  
percent of families served by Ozarks Food 
Harvest must choose between paying for food 
or paying for utilities. This season, consider a 
gift to Ozarks Food Harvest. Every $1 donated 
will provide food—and much needed hope—to 
your neighbors in need.

Year-end donations are not only a great way 
to truly get in the season’s spirit of giving, but 
they’re also critical to the future of Ozarks Food 
Harvest. Donor gifts ensure that our 270 hunger-
relief partners are equipped to get food to 
people in 28 counties across the Ozarks. 

One of our partners noted, “I frequently hear, 
‘I don’t know what our family would do if you 
weren’t here each month.’ Many of the elderly 
women are in tears of joy on pantry day. They 
appreciate the variety of foods that we offer and 
really look forward to the times that we have 
bath tissue, paper towels, and laundry soap.” 
More than one-third of low-income families 
report challenges affording basic household 
goods like these. 

Your gift can ease that burden for these 
families. It makes sure a child won’t have to be 
hungry over the weekend, that a single mom 
won’t have to choose between buying utilities 
or food, and that a senior will take comfort in 

knowing a box of nutrient-dense food will be 
arriving each month. An investment in the food 
bank is an investment in your community.

As you consider giving this December, stretch 
your donation further by checking to see if  
your employer offers a matching program, or 
make a year-end gift as a part of your required 
minimum distribution from your IRA. You may 
also benefit from tax deductions when you 
make a year-end gift. 

It’s easy and secure to make a gift through our 
website at ozarksfoodharvest.org/donate. Or, 
send a check by mail. If you have questions, give 
us a call at 417-865- 3411. 

year-end GiFts PerFeCt For a season oF GivinG

the Food Bank and its aGenCies Partner to 
eliminate hunGer

2 transforming hunger into hope for more than 37 years

Ozarks Food Harvest’s hunger-relief partners make sure families have meals over the holidays. 



As we celebrated the holidays last year, we 
had no idea that our community would be so 
dramatically impacted by the pandemic for a 
second holiday season. Today, we know that we 
will be feeling these effects for a while, but even 
so, there’s a lot to be grateful for. Ozarks Food 
Harvest marked another year of record food 
distribution in 2021, providing 23 million meals 
to our neighbors, and we couldn’t have done it 
without you. Our donors and volunteers are at 
the heart of our organization, and give me hope 
as we look forward.

Before the COVID-19 crisis, 1 in 7 people in 
the Ozarks faced hunger. Today, that number 
is 1 in 6. Ozarks Food Harvest is the largest  
COVID-19 related donor to charities in southwest 
Missouri. They have worked diligently to meet 
the needs of our 270 hunger-relief partners, who 
are serving food-insecure families across the 
region. As poverty and hunger have increased, 
the food bank has responded—this year 
providing $36.8 million in food and funds. 

The Food Bank’s Mobile Food Pantry brings 
groceries to areas that don’t have a local hunger-
relief organization. Over the last year, more than 
1 million meals were distributed through Mobile 
Food Pantries. A mom shared that it helps her 
provide for her family. “This means that when 
the kids walk into the kitchen I don’t have to 
say, ‘Don’t eat that because I don’t know when 
I’m going to be able to buy more food.’” As the 
pandemic sends more and more first-time food 
recipients to seek assistance, we are thankful to 
fill this need.

Ozarks Food Harvest has also spent the last 
year helping families become enrolled in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

(SNAP), previously known as food stamps. 
Individuals who use SNAP benefits can become 
more self-sufficient and less reliant on food 
pantries, which frees up resources to help even 
more food-insecure neighbors. Not only that, 
but the SNAP program stimulates economic 
growth. In 2021, SNAP outreach contributed 1.2 
million meals, creating an additional $5.6 million 
in local economic impact, as recipients spent 
their benefits at local grocery stores.

None of this would be possible without the 
enormous support of volunteers. With recent 
increased demand and disruptions in the supply 
chain, the Food Bank needed more help than 
ever to sort approximately 95,000 pounds of 
food each week. Members of the National  
Guard and more than 1,600 volunteers spent 
nearly 27,000 hours sorting and packing meals 
to ensure food distribution continued amidst 
the lingering pandemic this year.

Ozarks Food Harvest is grateful for the support 
of generous, compassionate neighbors like you. 
For each dollar donated, Ozarks Food Harvest 
can provide $10 worth of groceries to families 
in southwest Missouri that are experiencing 
hunger. As we enter the heart of winter, 
individuals face higher utility bills, end-of-year 
expenses, and many are still coping with effects 
from the pandemic. Help strengthen your 
community by ensuring that each person is able 
to start the new year without having to worry 
about how to put food on the table. Thank you 
for standing with Ozarks Food Harvest this year 
in our fight to end hunger in the Ozarks.

ozarks Food harvest Provides  
reCord relieF in 2021

Volunteers helped us sort 95,000 pounds of food each week.

Give time, food or funds at ozarksfoodharvest.org 3

uPCominG 
events

Every dollar makes a difference. In 
November and December, add a $1, $3 or $5 
tax-free donation to your bill when checking 
out at area grocery stores. Participating 
stores include Apple Market, Country Mart, 
Harter House, Hy-Vee, King Cash Saver, King 
Food Saver, Price Cutter, Ramey, Rhodes 
Family Price Chopper, Town & Country 
Supermarket and Woods Supermarket. 
Check Out Hunger has helped provide  
3.1 million meals since 1998.

november 1–december 1, 2021
CheCk out hunGer

Do some holiday shopping and good 
at the same time! For every Five Pound 
Apparel branded item sold, the local retailer 
will donate funds to provide just over five 
pounds of food for our neighbors facing 
hunger. Since 2015, Five Pound Apparel has 
helped provide nearly 75,000 meals with 
Ozarks Food Harvest. 

december 2021
Five Pound aPParel

Host a two-week fundraiser at the 
beginning of March to help a local school 
raise the most meals to secure the title of 
Food Fight 2022 champ! More than 50 hosts 
are needed to partner with participating 
schools. Contact Jennifer Sickinger at  
417-865-3411 x110 to learn more. 

February 28–march 11, 2022
Food FiGht returns!

Consider hosting a holiday fundraiser 
and invite friends and family to Transform 
Hunger into Hope. Every dollar raised will 
help provide $10 worth of groceries and 
raise awareness around the issue of hunger. 
You can create a Facebook fundraiser or we 
can create a customized online fundraiser 
for you. Please contact Jennifer or Sarah  at 
417-865-3411 to get started.

host a holiday  
Fundraiser

Round up at the register at area CVS 
Pharmacy locations during the month of 
December. In 2020, register donations 
helped provide more than 21,000 meals.

december 2021

round uP with  
Cvs PharmaCy

Charlie’s 
Corner

Charlie O’Reilly



You’ve likely heard about and experienced the 
effects of the current supply chain crisis—it’s 
causing an increase in pricing and a shortage of 
goods in many areas, and we’re all feeling it.

Staffing shortages are affecting the supply 
chain at all levels. In the manufacturing  
sector, companies everywhere are facing  
labor struggles. In conjunction with an 
increased demand, many suppliers are behind 
on the production and delivery of goods.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fewer workers at the retail level and a scarcity 
of drivers are also contributing to difficulties. 
Together, these staffing issues are creating 
bottlenecks, adding to the price of goods. 

Even if the rising cost was not an issue, it’s 
becoming more challenging to get the food. 
Many stores are imposing purchase restrictions 
on products to protect limited supplies. 
Supermarkets have less surplus food to donate. 

Many of our neighbors have large families—
some are supporting both their children and 
grandchildren all under the same roof. With 
food costs increasing, it’s harder than ever for 
these individuals to keep up. Without The Food 
Bank and its partners, many would have to go 
without. 

The issues from the fractured pipeline are 
magnified for many nonprofits, including 
Ozarks Food Harvest. However, as a food bank, 
we’re accustomed to challenges like these, and 
we have a history of overcoming them. Ozarks 
Food Harvest is finding new solutions and has 
strong partnerships that ensure we will keep 
supplying food to our network of hunger-relief 
organizations. 

More and more individuals in the Ozarks have 
experienced hunger for the first time in this last 
year, making it even more important for Ozarks 
Food Harvest to serve its community. Through 

all of this, we have continued to provide meals 
at an elevated rate. The food bank provides 
nearly 2 million meals monthly, reaching 30,000 
individuals each week.

We are committed to continuing our mission 
to end hunger in the Ozarks, but we need your 
help. If you are able, please consider helping us 
address this increased need. As the pandemic 
hit the Ozarks last year, we came together 
as a community to serve those who were 
struggling. Again and again, we are impressed 
with the generosity of people like you— 
it is this compassion that allows us to do this 
important work.

For the 10th year in a row, Ozarks Food 
Harvest has earned the highest rating of 4 out 
of 4 possible stars from Charity Navigator, the 
largest and most-trusted evaluator of charities 
in the United States. I’m so happy to share this 
rating because it gives you, our valued donors, 
the confidence that you’re contributing to one 
of the most effective hunger-relief nonprofits in 
the nation.

Charity Navigator’s star rating is based primarily 
on a charity’s financial health, accountability and 
transparency. They evaluate more than 200,000 
charities and recently expanded its rating system 
to include measures of impact, community 
benefits, strategic planning and sustainability. 

The president/CEO of Charity Navigator, 
Michael Thatcher, described in his award letter 
what a 4-star rating means for The Food Bank. 

“Attaining a 4-star rating verifies that Ozarks 
Food Harvest exceeds industry standards and 

outperforms most charities. This exceptional 
designation from Charity Navigator sets 
Ozarks Food Harvest apart from its peers and 
demonstrates to the public its trustworthiness.”

Ozarks Food Harvest’s consistent record 
of 4-star ratings reflects years of strategic 
planning, hard work and focus to ensure we 
are good stewards of each donation. For every 
dollar donated, 96 cents goes directly towards 
food distribution for individuals facing hunger 
in southwest Missouri. Our standard is what 
allowed us to distribute a record-breaking 23 
million meals to our more than 270 hunger-relief 
organizations in the past year. 

I’m grateful to each person who trusts us with 
their gift this holiday season to feed the children, 
families, and seniors across our 28-county 
service area. Thank you for helping us Transform 
Hunger into Hope across the Ozarks. 

CollaBoration is key to  
overCominG ChallenGes

ozarks Food harvest earns 10th 
ConseCutive 4-star ratinG From 
Charity naviGator 

Bart’s 
Hope Note

Bart Brown, 
President/CEO

Denise Gibson, 
Development Director

From 
denise’s desk
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Because of you, families have been able to put food on the 
table for their families throughout the past year. 



sPeCial thanks to these  
Friends oF the Food Bank

OZARKS FOOD HARVEST BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tommy Wohlgemuth, President–SGC™ Foodservice
Kenny Ross, President Elect–Ross Construction Group
Jill Reynolds, Treasurer–Commerce Trust Company
Clayton Brown, Secretary–Prime Inc.
Kurt Bain–Kraft Heinz
Tim Bellanti–Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc., Retired
Genevieve Carvel–Positronic Industries, Inc.
Tamara Conn–O’Reilly Auto Parts
Holly Gray–Heim Young & Associates
Kyle Hubbard–Arvest Bank
Ashley Kimberling-Casad–CoxHealth
Mike Pinkston–Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc.
Krystal Russell–Spectrum Accounting and Payroll Vault 
Dr. Meera Scarrow–Mercy Hospital-Springfield

OZARKS FOOD HARVEST STAFF
 
Bart Brown, President/CEO

ADMINISTRATION 
Cindy Snow, Director of Administration
Cindy Boggs, Administrative & Inventory Support Supervisor
Terry Keller, Human Resource & Administrative Services Manager
Matt Koening, IT Manager
Zetta Graves, Receptionist
Emily Tompkins, Administrative Services Assistant

DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATION 
Denise Gibson, Director of Development & Communication
Sarah Byrd, Community Engagement Coordinator
Jordan Dykstra, Art Director
Cassie Hanson, Development & Grants Sr. Manager
Micah Rudd, Donor Relations Coordinator
Jennifer Sickinger, Community Engagement Manager
Allie Smith, Community Engagement Administrative Assistant

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Stephanie Miller, Director  of Community Resources
Brittanie Allen, Volunteer Coach
Jessica Allen, Volunteer Coach
Desiree Boykin, Volunteer Coach
Rachel Breckling, Volunteer Coach/Garden Associate
Lydia DeWeese, Volunteer Coach
Cady Goble, Glean Coordinator
John Gorman, Volunteer Coach
Andrew Magnus, Volunteer Coach
Alexa Poindexter, Full Circle Gardens Manager
Kevin Richardson, Volunteer Coach/Instructional  
     Materials Designer
Marcus Seal, Onsite Volunteer Manager
Dillon Smith, Volunteer Coach
Jolene Thompson, Volunteer Engagement Coordinator
Aaron Wilde, Lead Volunteer Coach

MEMBER SERVICES 
Mary Zumwalt, Director of Programs & Member Services
Stacy Andrews, Agency Outreach Coordinator
Terra Baum, Agency Capacity & Compliance Manager
Jordan Browning, Public Information Officer
Heather Haloupek, Child Nutrition Programs Coordinator
Deidra McBride, CSFP/Senior Box Coordinator
Natalie Regenold, SNAP Coordinator
Jane Terry, Creative Information Specialist
Melanie Toler, Member Services Assistant
Shada Travis, Agency Support Specialist
Julie Woodiel, Food Sourcing Coordinator 

OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Scott Boggs, Director of Operations
Kim Hansen, Operations Administrative Coordinator  
Trisha Heflin, Warehouse Supervisor
Mike Hesebeck, Transportation Supervisor
Eddie Hicks, Compliance Manager
Sharon Penrod, Warehouse Coordinator
Steve Roberts, Operations Manager

Due to growth and limited space in the newsletter, all  
warehouse and transportation associates on the Operations  
team are now listed online at ozarksfoodharvest.org.
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Special thanks to Central Bank of the Ozarks 
for another record breaking fundraiser. This past 
September was their sixth year of partnership 
through Hunger Action Month. Since 2016  
Central Bank has helped to provide over 50,000 
meals by engaging employees and customers  
in the Food Banks mission and educating them 
about hunger in the Ozarks. Thank you to everyone 
who participated!

Sisters Emma Chapman and Elsie Larson of A 
Beautiful Mess got their followers involved in the 
fight against hunger during Hunger Action Month 
this fall. The sisters donated $10,000, one dollar for 
every like and comment on their Hunger Action 
Month post on Instagram. This donation will help to 
provide $100,000 in food distribution and services, 
thank you so much!

CENTRAL BANK HELPS TO 
PROVIDE OVER 20,000 MEALS

A BEAUTIFUL MESS RALLIES 
FOLLOWERS FOR HUNGER RELIEF

Thanks to the Heuer Foundation, agencies in 
Lebanon have received $8,850 to continue their 
work in the fight against hunger. Laclede County’s 
food insecurity rate is 18 percent, which is higher 
than The Food Bank’s service area average. Thanks 
to the Heuer Foundation, Ozarks Food Harvest 
partners Crosslines-Lebanon, L-Life, LifePoint, and 
Salvation Army will all receive support. The Heuer 
Foundation has supported Ozarks Food Harvest 
since 2010, making several gifts totaling $63,350. 
We are so grateful for the Heuer Foundation’s 
compassion for the community. 

HEUER FOUNDATION  
PROVIDES HUNGER-RELIEF TO 
LACLEDE COUNTY

Kraft-Heinz supports the Weekend Backpack Program. 

The Heuer Foundation supports food pantries in  
Laclede County .

Ozarks Food Harvest has received support from 
our generous friends at Bank of America since 2006. 
Recently, Bank of America gave $10,000 to provide 
food distribution and services to Ozarks Food 
Harvest’s 270 hunger-relief partners. This donation 
will provide 40,000 meals to those in need! Through 
the generosity of Bank of America over the  
years, $106,000 has been donated to provide 
hundreds of thousands of meals. Thanks to Bank 
of America showing compassion to those who 
struggle with hunger! 

BANK OF AMERICA GIFTS $10,000 
TO PROVIDE HUNGER-RELIEF 
ACROSS THE OzARKS

Big thanks to Bass Pro for its recent gift  
of $10,000 to support children who might  
not get enough to eat on the weekends. The 
funds will help fill 1,246 food bags with 7,476 
meals for food insecure children who attend 
Springfield Public Schools. This program is even 
more important this year, as families and students 
are still recovering from pandemic-related school 
disruptions. Bass Pro invests in initiatives aimed 
at strengthening communities across the Ozarks. 
Special thanks for supporting The Food Bank in the 
fight against hunger.

BASS PRO PROVIDES NEARLY  
7,500 WEEKEND MEALS

We are so grateful to the Kraft Heinz Company 
Foundation, thanks to Feeding America, for its 
recent donation to The Food Bank. The company 
donated $25,000 for the Weekend Backpack 
Program. This donation will help provide thousands 
of meals for children experiencing hunger over the 
weekend. The foundation is focused on making 
a difference in local communities. Support from 
generous partners like Kraft Heinz means so much 
to all of us at The Food Bank. Since 2009, this 
partner has given nearly $322,000 to Ozarks Food 
Harvest. Special thanks to Kraft Heinz for showing 
compassion to the community.

KRAFT HEINz COMPANY  
GIFT WILL PROVIDE WEEKEND 
MEALS FOR KIDS 



hunGer hero news

Marilyn Corson started volunteering with 
Ozarks Food Harvest’s Glean Team the same 
month she retired, encouraging her husband, 
Jerry, to join her. For the last four years, the couple 
has made weekly visits to Ozarks Food Harvest’s 
home garden in Rogersville, MO, helping with all 
aspects of growing and harvesting produce. 

As a retired nurse practitioner, Marilyn is 
passionate about the importance of healthy 
food. “In nursing, we learned that food, water, 
and shelter are basic human needs,” Marilyn said. 
“I know there are those in the Ozarks who have 

had struggles meeting these needs.” Marilyn and 
her husband both enjoy gardening as a hobby, 
so this is the perfect opportunity for them to do 
something they love, while also giving back to 
the community. “It’s a good way to give fresh 
produce to those less fortunate,” Jerry noted.

With 76 raised beds, two high tunnels, and 
an in-ground field patch, our home garden 
in Rogersville is a core part of Ozarks Food 
Harvest’s Full Circle Gardens program, which 
works with local farmers and gardens to make 
sure no produce is wasted. This year, the garden 

is outpacing what it produced last year, thanks 
to the hard work of volunteers like Marilyn and 
Jerry.

The Corsons are a great example of how 
individuals can do what they’re passionate 
about while also making a difference. They look 
forward to a reason to get out of the house, get 
some exercise, and spend time in the garden 
each week. “I love the staff and volunteers at 
OFH,” Marilyn said. “We share the same passions 
for being outdoors, tending the earth, and 
harvesting its bounty.”

volunteers are Passionate aBout 
GrowinG healthy Food

“in nursing, we learned that food, water 
and shelter are basic human needs. i know 
there are those in the ozarks who have had 
struggles meeting these needs. volunteering 
at the garden is a good way to give fresh 
produce to those less fortunate.”

- marilyn and Jerry corson

The Corson’s volunteer at the garden regularly. Thanks to these Hunger Heroes 
for their hard work and dedication. 

6 transform hunger into hope by volunteering to help your neighbors in need. sign up at ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer.

Feeding Families acrOss tHe Ozarks

Check out the impact our community partners had from Sept. 9–Nov. 10, 2021.
Community Partners retail PiCk-uP 

Partners
American National Property and 

Casualty Company—60,000 meals
A Beautiful Mess—40,000 meals
Central Bank of the Ozarks—14,889 meals
Gold Mountain Communications—12,755 meals
TeleTech (TTEC)—12,000 meals
Spencer Fane, LLP—6,200 meals
Neighbor’s Mill Bakery & Café—5,800 meals
St. John’s Episcopal Church—5,552 meals 
5 Pound Apparel—4,836 meals
Kickapoo High School—4,155 meals
BluCurrent Credit Union—4,000 meals
SRC—4,000 meals
Hold Fast Brewing—2,972 meals
Can We Build It, MSU Office of 

Student Engagement—2,901 meals
OMG Commerce—2,840 meals
Old Missouri Bank—2,800 meals
Smithfield Foods—2,600 meals
Coffee Ethic—2,348 meals
Wesley United Methodist Church—2,029 meals

Hold Fast Brewing—2,000 meals
Crawford, Murphy & Tilly—1,661 meals
CNH Industrial Reman—1,400 meals
Grant Avenue Free Will Baptist 

Church—1,320 meals
Ameriprise—1,161 meals
Sara Krutsinger—720 meals
Southern Bank—704 meals
417 Aerial—672 meals
4 By 4 Brewing Company—670 meals
BPJ Insurance—640 meals
St. Susanne Food Pantry—640 meals
The Sandwich Scene—600 meals
Horace Mann Elementary—584 meals
Dog Gone Mold—558 meals
Mercy Central Patient Access—453 meals
Department of Corrections—400 meals
Joyce Doeppke—400 meals
Mama Jean’s Natural Market—400 meals
Vital Farms - Egg Central Station—368 meals

ALDI stores
Apple Markets
Big Lots
Costco
Fort Leonard Wood Commissary
GoPuff
HARPS Food Stores 
Hy-Vee
Kum & Go stores
Pennington’s Supermarket
Price Cutter stores
Rhodes Family Price Chopper
Richards Brothers Grocery
Sam’s Clubs
SunFest
Targets
Walmart Supercenters
Walmart Neighborhood Markets
Woods Supermarkets

13
4
4
1
1
1
2
1

50
1
8
1
1
3
1
3

34
9
5

These Hunger Heroes have provided a total of 
6 million pounds of food in the past year.



the Glean team harvests record amount of fresh  
fruit and vegetables

special thanks to hold Fast Brewing for their  
inspirational partnership

Fresh produce is such an important part of a 
healthy diet and a person’s overall well-being, 
even reducing the risk of illness, which is why 
The Food Bank’s Glean Team is so important. 
Beyond harvesting the home garden in 
Rogersville, hundreds of volunteers rescue local 
produce. Recent years have seen annual growth, 
and this year is no exception.

This year, two dozen local produce donors and 
a growing number of volunteers participated. 
These farmers plant extra produce, or allow 
volunteers to glean after a harvest. Just recently, 
The Food Bank harvested nearly 700 pounds 
of pears from five trees at a local farm. If you 
would like to plant an extra row or need help 
harvesting an abundance of fruit you can register 
your crop by visiting ozarksfoodharvest.org/
programs/full-circle-gardens and scolling to the  
bottom of  the page.

Not only does the home garden in Rogersville 
grow over 10,000 pounds of produce each year, 
but it also serves as an educational site. “The best 
way to learn about growing food and fighting 
hunger is to practice it,” said Alexa Poindexter, 
Full Circle Gardens Manager. Poindexter points 
to the amazing vision and execution of Cady 
Goble, Glean Coordinator, for the garden’s 
recent success.

The program is active year-round. “The home 
garden’s large high tunnel is newly remodeled, 
and we’re looking forward to a full winter season 
of production,” said Poindexter. Many crops that 
were planted this fall will need to be harvested 
early next year. Visit ozarksfoodharvest.org/
volunteer to learn how you can help. 

Below is a list of individuals and groups 
who have donated 15+ hours of time from  
September 1– October 31, 2021.

INDIVIDUALS
Ruby Allen
Ginny Amberger
Olivia Amberger
Hunter Anderson
Joseph Andrews
Saeed Anwar
Margaret Beem 
Ralph Bethea
James Blackwell
Haley Boyd
Kenneth Carnahan
Tom Carson
Gale Clithero
Sharon Cook
Marilyn Corson
Dewayne Cossey
Aryana Davis
Gary DeHaven
Desiree Dixon
Kris Dreesen
Holland Easterla
Danny Edwards
Abram Fontes Lopez
Hunter Fox
Linda Gillick
Janice Grimes
Janet Haase
Wil Hardiman
Darien Harmer
Dave Harmer
Mark Herron

Melody Hicks
Jerri Ilkiw
Mary Keidle
Christopher Kennedy
Donald Landon
Christopher Landreth
Dave Lappin
George Lawrence
Faith Little
Cindy McDonough
Hallie Merisotes
Jeff Meyer
Monika Myers
Angelina Navarro
Ellen Olson
Joel Peacock
Melody Pierson
Daniel Regier
Ethan Sales
Brandon Scholfield
Ashlin Sprayberry
Jax Tapar
Margene Terrill
Mary Thomas
Amy Viets-Cooper
Lona Wait
Jane Wheelbarger
Julia White
Mataya Whitley
Barbara Wilkins
Donna Zeitz

Sisters Susan and Carol McLeod know that 
life is often filled with tough questions, but 
they believe that knowing where your next 
meal comes from should not be one of them. 
After the sudden death of their father, the 
sisters rallied the family together to open Hold 
Fast Brewing. It’s housed in an old firehouse  
in Springfield in memory of their father, who 
was a fireman.

Last summer, they knew that the community 
still needed help through the pandemic, so they 
named Ozarks Food Harvest as their charity 
on tap. For every pint of Boondock Brown sold 
in July, Hold Fast donated a dollar. The family-
owned business provided over 4,000 meals 
to their neighbors in the first month of the 
partnership. 

This promotion lead to a commitment each 
July when kids face summer hunger, as well 
as an expansion of their partnership during 
Hunger Action Month in September and again 
in November to promote the Turkey Trot.

The sisters say their family motto, “Hold Fast,” 
reminds them to “stand proud and true to their 
convictions” and “in support of one another.” 
They’ve shown that it doesn’t matter who you 
are or what you do, that you can find a way to 
make life easier for those who are struggling. 

The McLeods are an inspiration to  
others looking for original ways to help  
someone in need.

GROUPS

volunteers

Check out this double rainbow at the home garden in October!
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AHG/St. Joseph the 
Worker Catholic Church

Arvest Bank
Astra Zeneca
Ava HS National 

Honor Society
Central Bank of 

the Ozarks
Cerner Applications Si3
Cronkhite Homes
Drury Honor 

Student Association
Evangel University Make 

A Difference Day
Expedia Group-Blacksher
Expedia Group Padgett
First Christian Church of 

Mountain Grove
Forsyth HS FCCLA
Fort Leonard Wood 
CBOLC Class 7
Gold Mountain 

Communications

Greater Springfield Board 
of Realtors

John Deere
MSU Alpha Sigma Alpha 
MSU Care
MSU Lambda Chi
MSU MST Civil 

Engineering
MSU Pi Kappa 

Alpha-Zeta Chi
MSU Pikes
MSU Sigma Nu 
MSU Sigma Phi Epsilon
Netsmart
On the Lam Sams
Ozark Full Gospel Church
SPS Health 

Sciences Academy
Teletec
Tremendicon
Wesley UMC

Susan and Carol McLeod are passionate about doing 
good in their community. 



o’reilly Center for hunger relief

2810 N. Cedarbrook Ave. | P.O. Box 5746
Springfield, MO 65801-5746

(417) 865-3411  
ozarksfoodharvest.org

transforming
hunger into 
hope™

Stay connecteD


