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The SeniorAge Center in Marshfield, MO 
serves nearly 100 meals a day and delivers food 
to 70 seniors each month, driving 600 miles 
across Webster, Wright and Laclede counties 
to make sure everyone has the food they need. 
As impressive as that is, that’s not even all that 
this Ozarks Food Harvest partner does. The 
center hosts exercise groups, games (such as 
dominoes, cards, and bingo), offers Medicare 
counseling during open enrollment, assistance 
with taxes every spring, and helps connect 
seniors to other resources they might need.

Chris Parker, Center Administrator of 
SeniorAge - Marshfield Senior Center, said,  
“We want to do whatever we can for our 
seniors. We figure out how to make it happen. 
It’s about connecting the right people with  
the right resources.” 

Last year, Parker met an elderly couple who 
were living in poor and unsanitary conditions. 
Financially strapped, they struggled to navigate 
resources that could help. Parker was able to 
use her knowledge of local senior housing 
to refer and move them into a good senior 
housing complex, significantly improving their 
situation. In another instance, the Marshfield 
Senior Center was able to get a client a hospital 
bed for her husband so he could finish his 

hospice at home. Since then, this bed has been 
utilized by several other senior families during 
their time of need.

The Marshfield Senior Center is more than 
just a meal; providing nutritious food to seniors, 
ranging from age 60-99, is an important 
part of what they do. In October 2012, they 
became the first senior center to provide 
USDA Commodity Senior Food Program boxes 
through Ozarks Food Harvest. 

Jane Hamilton-Smith was volunteering 
with the Marshfield Senior Center when the 
program started, and a decade later, at 88, she 
is still dedicated to the mission. Each month, 
Hamilton-Smith calls nearly 70 seniors before 
the senior boxes are set to arrive. During each 
conversation she asks recipients if they are 
able to pick up their box or if they need it to 
be delivered. On each call, she also chats with 
seniors about their families, their health, and 
their lives.

“I tell people to call any time,” Hamilton-
Smith said. “This program is more than just 
about food, it’s about friendships.”

During the pandemic, the Center had to 
close for 15 months, but during that time 
volunteers continued to deliver food to their 

food-insecure neighbors. They also developed 
a telephone reassurance program for seniors. 
It offered comfort to those who were feeling 
overwhelmed and isolated during that time.

Parker, along with volunteers and staff, are 
passionate about the people they serve. Parker 
has been committed to the Marshfield Senior 
Center for more than thirty years. She started 
volunteering when her children were small, 
driving meals to seniors, sometimes having her 
kids tag along. Once her children were grown, 
she saw the job opening at the Center and 
immediately submitted her resume. 

Her outstanding selfless service to the 
community shines through her work at  
the Center. “What we do is a labor of love,” 
Parker noted. 

The Food Bank is proud to work with 
such exceptional partners. We admire 
their dedication and passion to serve  
their community and help in any way 
they can. We could not Transform Hunger  
into Hope without them.

senior center provides more  
than just meals 
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“We want to do 
whatever we can 
for our seniors. 
We figure out 
how to make 
it happen. It’s 
about connecting 
the right people 
with the right 
resources.”

- Chris Parker, Center 
Administrator at 
SeniorAge – Marshfield



For many seniors living on a fixed income—
the monthly budget just doesn’t add up. In 
the U.S., nearly 5 million people over the age 
of 60 struggle with hunger. After paying for  
rent, utilities, and medications, finding the 
money to make it through the end of the month 
can be a real challenge.

Seniors experiencing food insecurity are 
more likely to have health issues and struggle 
with illness. Elderly people facing hunger often 
consume lower quantities of key nutrients 
than their food-secure neighbors. Inadequate 
nutrition can make disabilities and health 
conditions worse, sometimes making it 
impossible for seniors to seek employment, 
further impacting their income challenges.

A senior named Laveda explained how Ozarks 
Food Harvest helped her. “I am 83 years old. I 

do not drive. I live on a fixed income, and just 
have $89 left out of my check each month. I 
appreciate the food that was given to me. I 
would like to thank everybody in the world that 
helps other people.”

According to Feeding America, seniors who are 
renters experience food insecurity at nearly four 
times the rate of seniors who are homeowners. 
Housing is one of many costs that can be a strain 
for seniors with limited financial resources.

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development has set a fair market rent rate  
for a two-bedroom house in Greene County at 
$775 a month. 

Someone facing food insecurity may be a 
senior citizen drawing Social Security at $1,200-
1,500 per month. These individuals are more 
likely to have medical bills and prescriptions 

for expensive medicines. After paying for those, 
sometimes there isn’t enough left for groceries. 

“I’m disabled, and we live on a limited income 
and Ozarks Food Harvest actually fills the gap 
and makes it possible for us to make it month-
to-month,” said John, a client.

Approximately a third of Food Bank recipients 
are seniors. Thanks to your generosity, we are 
able to provide wholesome food to our 270 
partner food pantries and meal programs—
including senior centers and community 
kitchens focused on meeting the needs of  
the elderly. Your continued support ensures  
that seniors across southwest Missouri have 
access to healthy meals and fellowship necessary 
to keep bodies and minds strong. Together  
we are Transforming Hunger into Hope for  
this at-risk population.

Rural areas often face the highest rates of 
hunger, which make recovering from the  
pandemic even harder. The community in 
Ava, MO recently pulled together to help 
their neighbors during a Mobile Food Pantry 
distribution. City employees, EMTs, the fire 
department, and police officers all volunteered, 
passing out much-needed groceries to  
families facing food insecurity.

April, a City of Ava employee, emphasized 
that these events are a huge help to their small, 
close-knit community. “We have heard stories 
about how individuals can now have things 
in the fridge not just for themselves, but for 
grandchildren who might come to visit. We 
know most people that come through the line 

and know their situations. Several of them need 
this more than anyone will know.”

Ozarks Food Harvest established Mobile 
Food Pantry distributions in 2006 and travels 
thousands of miles a year delivering meals to 
under-served communities. Each distribution 
serves an average of 450 individuals. 

One individual served by Ozarks Food Harvest 
lost her job in September. “The Food Bank has 
really, really helped with just having extra food 
in the house at all. It’s greatly appreciated, 
especially in such a small community as ours.”

At the end of Ava’s event, a deputy’s sheriff 
and the local OATs driver took the remainder of 
the groceries and loaded cars with extra items 

to take to their neighbors who are homebound 
or lack transportation. Transportation is often 
a barrier for those in need, and impacts many 
seniors across the Ozarks.

“I have worked with the City of Ava for 21 
years,” April noted. “The elderly always make sure 
that their bills are paid on time. Their utilities are 
never late. They take care of those things before 
they buy food.”

Mobile Food Pantry distributions are truly 
community events—with people from all parts 
stepping up to help each other. Thank you 
for your support of Ozarks Food Harvest and 
making food distributions like this possible.

Again and again, I witness the importance 
of collaboration. As someone who grew up 
in this community, I recognize the hard work 
of countless leaders, volunteers and citizens 
who work to make our lives better.  The 2021 
Community Focus Report, released earlier this 
year, gives us a vivid picture of what working 
together means in southwest Missouri. 

The Community Focus Report is a biennial 
report card of strengths and challenges in 
Greene County. Started in 2004, the report is 
assembled by subject-matter leaders and covers 
everything from health, education, economic 
growth, diversity, and more. This data-focused 
snapshot of our community helps us identify 
areas in need of improvement

Ozarks Food Harvest continues to battle the 
red flag issues of poverty and hunger, while 
working with fellow nonprofits to better the 
lives of people in southwest Missouri. The Food 
Bank’s Weekend Backpack Program, for instance, 
provides nearly 1,600 food-insecure children 
with bags of nutritious food to take home each 
weekend of the school year. Many of these 
children attend Title 1 schools, and their families 
may struggle with homelessness, generational 
poverty, substance abuse, and mental health 
issues. This program provides the stability and 
nutrition children need to perform academically 
and meet development milestones. It’s essential 
in addressing Red Flags such as education 
achievement gaps, pandemic-related learning 
challenges, and mental health needs. 

Presley, a nine-year-old student that 
participates in the program said, “I don’t have 
enough food to eat over the weekends. It is  
hard to think about not having enough food at 

home. The food bag helps me because I want to 
get A’s on everything. I want to be a veterinarian 
when I grow up.”

This year’s report card not only focused on 
Blue Ribbons and Red Flags, but also examined 
the pandemic’s impact, which has affected all 
aspects of our lives. One of the community 
themes is the need to regain momentum, 
as unfortunately much of the progress that 
Springfield had made toward resolving Red Flag 
issues halted with the pandemic. Healthcare has 
been hugely impacted, but so has the workforce, 
early childhood care, and housing. Each area 
affects several others. A lack of affordable 
childcare, increased housing prices, and lower-
than-average wages, for instance, are all factors 
that could contribute to a family facing hunger.

Collaboration among nonprofits is essential, 
but so is working together as individuals. 
Volunteer levels at dozens of local organizations 
have been impacted by the pandemic. 
Springfield needs your help. For every $1, Ozarks 
Food Harvest can provide 4 meals, and every 
one hour of volunteer time provides 105 meals.  
Visit ozarksfoodharvest.org to learn more.

We are so grateful to live in such a generous 
community that takes pride in reaching 
collective goals and helping its neighbors. I 
sincerely thank you for your support.

community pitches in during mobile Food pantry

collaborating with  
our community

The Community Focus Report helps us identify challenges  
in our community. 

Fixed incomes make it hard For seniors to 
make ends meet
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upcoming 
events

Earn votes every time you shop at Target 
and then use the Target app to help provide 
donations for Ozarks Food Harvest. Visit 
target.com/circle to learn more. Last year, 
your votes helped provide more than 
$21,000 worth of groceries. 

January 1–march 31
target circle

Round up at the register to help  
provide meals for our neighbors! In 2021, 
Casey’s Here for Good raised more than 
230,000 meals. 

February 2–march 1

casey’s here  
For good

Participate in this year’s Lent Fish Drive 
and Fundraiser! Fish is a high protein and 
low-calorie food item that our pantries love 
having available. Find out how to make this 
possible at bit.ly/lent22.

march 2–april 14
lent Fish drive

Boy Scouts across the area will join Ozarks 
Food Harvest for the 33rd annual Scouting 
for Food fundraiser and food drive. Donors 
are encouraged to place donations of non-
perishable food items in grocery sacks 
that will be distributed by local scouts 
in neighborhoods throughout March. 
Supporters can find more information, join 
the fundraising teams or donate online at 
bit.ly/scoutingforfood2022.

march
scouting For Food

Springfield Public Schools will compete 
Feb. 28 – March 11 for the title of Food 
Fight champ while raising meals for our 
neighbors facing hunger. Your business 
or organization can help by hosting a 
fundraiser or food drive on behalf of a 
partner school. Visit bit.ly/Foodfight2022 
to register or contact Jennifer or Sarah at  
417-865-3411 to learn more.  

February 28–march 11
Food Fight

Charlie’s 
corner

Members of the Ava community load the local OATS bus with meals for homebound seniors & families that live in outlying areas. 

Charlie O’Reilly

Check out current and upcoming partnerships at 
ozarksfoodharvest.org/community-partnerships



Economic uncertainty and inflation have been 
felt by thousands of households across the 
Ozarks. The pandemic is still very much a part  
of our lives and continues to impact the 
economy and household budgets. The cost 
of living has increased, specifically housing, 
rent, utilities, fuel, and food. As we enter 2022, 
families across the Ozarks have been forced to 
tighten their budgets. 

Approximately a third of clients served 
by The Food Bank are seniors, whose 
fixed incomes simply aren’t enough when 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

prices go up. Now is a perfect time to join Ozarks 
Food Harvest and help neighbors in need.

Donors like you allow us to provide meals for 
people like Margaret, a senior who receives food 
assistance from Ozarks Food Harvest. 

“When my husband and I retired, we thought 
we would be fine drawing our social security. 
Not true. We were very naïve. Money issues 
got to be a very real challenge. I can’t express 
enough to Ozarks Food Harvest how grateful we 
are for the food.”

Giving back is top of mind for many during the 
holiday season, but as a busy new year begins, 
it’s easy to forget that families in the community 
are still struggling.

Having enough money to purchase groceries 
becomes especially difficult during the winter. 
Utility bills skyrocket as the temperature drops, 
and hardworking parents must make a tough 
choice: Do I keep the heat on, or do I get 
groceries for the week? A staggering 67 percent 
of families we serve must make this decision. 

Julia explains how important The Food Bank 
is. “We’re a family of five. My kids are always so 
eager to see what we get in the produce box 
because produce is something that we don’t 
often splurge on. I appreciate it because my 

husband and I don’t get any [government] 
assistance, but this really helps us out.”

Today, I’m asking you to take a moment to 
think about what small sacrifices you might 
make so that these families can get the  
food they need. Forgo your daily coffee for 
a week and donate the money you saved, or 
purchase a few extra canned goods at the 
grocery store to donate. Small acts of kindness 
make a big impact.

I hope that 2022 is off to a great start for  
you and your family. Thank you for your 
continued support, and we look forward to 
all that is to come for The Food Bank and the 
community this year.

The Food Bank’s Legacy of Hope Society offers 
planned giving opportunities to people who 
want to be a difference-maker in our community 
for future generations. The Ozarks has a strong 
history of showing its compassion and support 
helping neighbors like Donna.

“A year ago, I lost my job, and then a couple 
months after that, I lost my husband to cancer, 
so our income is less. I’m so thankful for Ozarks 
Food Harvest. The food helps so much. I just 
want you to know how much I appreciate it.” 

A planned gift allows you to help people like 
Vicky by extending your philanthropic efforts 
beyond your lifetime. Gifts made through the 
Legacy of Hope program are typically bequests, 
but donors can contribute in other ways. 

Consider designating Ozarks Food Harvest 
as a beneficiary if you have unused retirement 
assets or excess life insurance.

Remembering The Food Bank in your will or 
trust is an excellent way to express your support 
for hunger-relief efforts in the Ozarks.

Your financial advisor can help you decide 
which plan works best for you and what tax 
benefits might be available. No matter how 
you choose to give your gift of a long-term 
commitment, please know we will be honored 
by your long-term partnership. Gifts of all sizes 
make a difference.

Create a legacy to ensure that future 
generations grow up healthy by including  
Ozarks Food Harvest in your will or estate  
planning, Your long term support of The 
Food Bank will help provide meals for 
our neighbors who face food-insecurity 
while also strengthening our community. 
For more information, you can visit  
ozarksfoodharvest.org/plannedgiving, or email 
me directly at dgibson@ozarksfoodharvest.org.  
Thank you for considering a legacy gift to  
Ozarks Food Harvest.

economic uncertainty brings 
challenges to those on  
Fixed incomes

help Future generations with 
planned giving

special thanks to these  
Friends oF the Food bank

OZARKS FOOD HARVEST BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Tommy Wohlgemuth, President–SGC™ Foodservice
Kenny Ross, President Elect–Ross Construction Group
Jill Reynolds, Treasurer–Commerce Trust Company
Clayton Brown, Secretary–Prime Inc.
Kurt Bain–Kraft Heinz
Tim Bellanti–Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc., Retired
Genevieve Carvel–Positronic Industries, Inc.
Tamara Conn–O’Reilly Auto Parts
Holly Gray–Heim Young & Associates
Kyle Hubbard–Arvest Bank
Ashley Kimberling-Casad–CoxHealth
Mike Pinkston–Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc.
Krystal Russell–Spectrum Accounting and Payroll Vault 
Dr. Meera Scarrow–Mercy Hospital-Springfield

OZARKS FOOD HARVEST STAFF
 
Bart Brown, President/CEO

ADMINISTRATION 
Cindy Snow, Director of Administration
Cindy Boggs, Administrative & Inventory Support Supervisor
Terry Keller, Human Resource & Administrative Services Manager
Matt Koenig, IT Manager
Zetta Graves, Receptionist
Emily Tompkins, Administrative Services Assistant

DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATION 
Denise Gibson, Director of Development & Communication
Sarah Byrd, Community Engagement Coordinator
Jordan Dykstra, Art Director
Cassie Hanson, Development & Grants Sr. Manager
Micah Rudd, Donor Relations Coordinator
Jennifer Sickinger, Community Engagement Manager
Allie Smith, Community Engagement Administrative Assistant

COMMUNITY RESOURCES
Stephanie Miller, Director  of Community Resources
Brittanie Allen, Volunteer Coach
Jessica Allen, Volunteer Coach
Rachel Breckling, Volunteer Coach/Garden Associate
Erica Cooperman, Volunteer Coach
Lydia DeWeese, Volunteer Coach
Cady Goble, Full Circle Gardens Farm Coordinator
John Gorman, Volunteer Coach
Andrew Magnus, Volunteer Coach
Alexa Poindexter, Full Circle Gardens Manager
Ali Pool, Volunteer Coach
Kevin Richardson, Volunteer Coach/Instructional  
     Materials Designer
Marcus Seal, Onsite Volunteer Manager
Dillon Smith, Volunteer Coach
Jolene Thompson, Volunteer Engagement Coordinator
Aaron Wilde, Lead Volunteer Coach

MEMBER SERVICES 
Mary Zumwalt, Director of Programs & Member Services
Stacy Andrews, Agency Outreach Coordinator
Terra Baum, Agency Capacity & Compliance Manager
Jordan Browning, Public Information Officer
Heather Haloupek, Child Nutrition Programs Coordinator
Deidra McBride, CSFP/Senior Box Coordinator
Natalie Regenold, SNAP Coordinator
Jane Terry, Creative Information Specialist
Melanie Toler, Member Services Assistant
Shada Travis, Agency Support Specialist
Julie Woodiel, Food Sourcing Coordinator 

OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Scott Boggs, Director of Operations
Kim Hansen, Operations Administrative Coordinator  
Trisha Heflin, Warehouse Supervisor
Mike Hesebeck, Transportation Supervisor
Eddie Hicks, Compliance Manager
Sharon Penrod, Warehouse Coordinator
Steve Roberts, Operations Manager

Due to growth and limited space in the newsletter, all  
warehouse and transportation associates on the Operations  
team are now listed online at ozarksfoodharvest.org.

bart’s 
Hope Note

Bart Brown, 
President/CEO

Denise Gibson, 
Development Director

From 
denise’s desk
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The Food Bank is thankful for 3M’s recent gift 
of $6,000, which will help provide 24,000 meals 
for food-insecure children, families and seniors 
in the Ozarks. 3M supports initiatives that have 
a tangible impact in local communities and  
invests in nonprofits that help provide solutions 
for improving daily life. Since 2003, 3M has  
helped provide more than 310,000 meals through 
The Food Bank. 

3M SUPPORTS FEEDING 
PROGRAMS AND GENERAL  
FOOD DISTRIBUTION

Before the pandemic began, American National 
employees regularly volunteered at the Food 
Bank. Due to ANPAC COVID-19 protocols, they 
are one of many large volunteer groups that have 
had to postpone in-person support. In lieu of 
volunteer time and an employee-wide holiday 
feast, American National recently made a generous  
gift of $15,000 to The Food Bank, which will help 
provide 60,000 meals. 

AMERICAN NATIONAL HELPS 
PROVIDE 60,000 MEALS

Southern Missouri Women Lawyers help feed families in 
the Ozarks.

Thanks to the Ball Family Foundation, 60 children from 
the Weekend Backpack Program will be sponsored for an 
entire semester.

You can help us make meals happen for families facing  
hunger this winter. 

This year’s golf tournament raised $25,000 for 
the Weekend Backpack Program! Each year, O’Reilly 
hosts the Charity Golf Classic to raise money for 
organizations that help individuals and families 
struggling with hunger, homelessness, health, 
poverty, domestic violence and literacy. In the 
past five years, Ozarks Food Harvest has received 
$85,000 from this event.

O’REILLY AUTO PARTS CHARITY 
GOLF CLASSIC BENEFITS THE 
FOOD BANK Special thanks to the Southern Missouri Women 

Lawyers for their dedication to ending hunger in 
southwest Missouri! This group of legal professionals 
recently raised $10,000 to support Ozarks Food 
Harvest. Since 2017, the association has provided 
more than 64,000 meals. We’re incredibly thankful 
for these kind and caring Missouri lawyers.

SOUTHERN MISSOURI WOMEN 
LAWYERS PROVIDE 40,000 MEALS

O’Reilly Auto Parts Charity Golf Classic helped raise 
$25,000 for the Weekend Backpack Program.

Ozarks Food Harvest is incredibly grateful for 
The Stanley & Elaine Ball Foundation’s generous 
donation which will sponsor 60 children for an 
entire semester. That’s a total of 1,243 bags–filled 
with more than 7,480 meals–for students attending 
Springfield Public Schools! The foundation’s 
mission is to help those less fortunate and improve 
the community. 

BALL FAMILY FOUNDATION 
GIFTS $10,000 FOR THE Weekend 
BACkPACk PROGRAM

Ozarks Food Harvest recently received a 
donation of nearly 7,000 pounds of poultry from 
Smart Chicken, thanks to its Smart Giving Holiday 
Challenge campaign. Smart Chicken donates 10 
percent of the poultry purchased at various retailers 
in the area during the month of November. This is 
the 19th year for the donation. Protein items, like 
chicken, are some of the most requested products 
at Ozarks Food Harvest. 

SMART CHICKEN MAKES ANNUAL 
POULTRY DONATION



hunger hero news

After volunteering with Ozarks Food Harvest 
for six years, Don Landon knows the impact 
that it can have on everyone involved. At The 
Food Bank, Don has found both fulfillment and 
lifelong friendships, and he now looks forward 
to his time here every week. 

Don, a retired sociology professor, has 
recognized the importance of volunteering 
since 1998, giving his time to various causes 
over the years. He first came to Ozarks Food 
Harvest with a church group in 2015, and was 
so impressed with the volunteer coaches and 
the efficiency of his time that he looked into 
returning by himself, sparking a routine that has 
continued for six years.  

“We met the volunteer coaches and were so 
impressed with how much they interacted with 

us. They were interested in our lives, not just in 
instructing and leading us. After that I went on 
your website to discover how I could volunteer 
again,” says Don.

Don now attends two volunteer sessions every 
week. There are many reasons he looks forward 
to his mornings at The Food Bank. At the age of 
91, Don says he feels lucky to have the strength 
and energy to continue his work here, enjoying 
the brisk pace that keeps him moving.

Don explains, “The work I do at Ozarks Food 
Harvest provides a genuine service, and that is 
very important to me. I appreciate the value of 
the work, but I’m also gratified by the fellowship 
I have here.” 

Don has made several close connections with 
fellow volunteers. After years of working side by 

side for a common cause, Don and a group of 
regular volunteers began to schedule monthly 
meals together, first at restaurants, and then 
potluck-style in each other’s homes.

Ozarks Food Harvest values the many hours of 
work that volunteers contribute. The dedication 
and hard work of our volunteers allow us to feed 
30,000 people across southwest Missouri every 
week. Thank you so much to volunteers like Don 
who make this possible! If you are interested in 
donating your time at Ozarks Food Harvest, visit 
ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer to learn more, 
and you might even get to meet Don!

Finding Fellowship and giving back 
at ozarks Food harvest

“the work i do at ozarks Food harvest 
provides a genuine service, and that is 
very important to me. i appreciate the 
value of the work, but i’m also gratified 
by the fellowship i have here.”

- don landon

don volunteers at The Food Bank every week and helps us provide  
meals in the Ozarks.

6 transform hunger into hope by volunteering to help your neighbors in need. sign up at ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer.

Feeding Families acrOss tHe Ozarks

join this year’s Food Fight

harter house-nixa raises record amount  
of donations

Did you know that 1 in 5 children and  
1 in 6 adults in the Ozarks are facing hunger? 
Food Fight is an annual food and fund drive 
competition hosted in partnership with Ozarks 
Food Harvest, Springfield Public Schools, and 
local community partners. The competition 
raises funds and collects food to help families 
facing hunger in the Springfield school district. 

We are currently looking for local businesses 
and organizations to partner with a SPS school. 
Churches, businesses, and organizations 
become Food Fight Champions by working 
alongside a school for the competition. Not only 
is this a great cause, but it also brings together 
students and local community members 
together, working for a common goal. Food 
Fight provide meals for friends and neighbors in 
our community, but it also teaches participants 
about food insecurity in the Ozarks and fosters 
empathy for those struggling. 

Funds raised will provide weekend meals 
for at-risk students through the Weekend 
Backpack Program and food donations will stock 
school and community food pantries to serve 
Springfield families seeking food assistance. 
Every dollar raised will help provide 4 meals or 
$10 worth of groceries.

Since 2011, Springfield Public Schools  
and local partners have helped provide  
nearly 300,000 meals through Food Fight.  
The 2022 Food Fight runs from February 28 
through March 11.

If you own a local business or are a member 
of a church or organization and would like to 
partner with a Springfield Public School for 
this year’s Food Fight, please contact Jennifer 
Sickinger, Community Engagement Manager for 
The Food Bank, at 417-865-3411. To learn more, 
visit bit.ly/FoodFight2022.

Below is a list of individuals and groups 
who have donated 15+ hours of time from  
November 1– December 31, 2021.

INDIVIDUALS
Javan Adair 
Joshua Allen 
Ruby Allen 
Chelsea Arnold 
Jacqueline Baetz 
Michael Baird 
Leesa Barnett 
Bill Basta 
Margaret Beem 
Ralph Bethea 
James Blackwell 
Elizabeth Bockler 
Raquel Boff 
Daycyana Bond 
Bob Brady 
Debra Brady 
Linda Brown 
Kenneth Carnahan 
Tom Carson 
Matthew Carter 
Gale Clithero 
Sharon Cook 
Marilyn Corson 
Dewayne Cossey 
Trenton Crisp 
Michael Cunningham 
Gary DeHaven 
Izabella Dennis 
Addison Denton 
Desiree Dixon 
Kris Dreesen 
Ed Ferris 
Linda Frieda 
Ryan Gilberg 
Cameryn Gonzalez 
Sam Green 
Wendy GreyOwl 
Janice Grimes 
Janet Haase 
Wil Hardiman 
Darien Harmer 
Dave Harmer 
Matthew Harmer 
Emma Hensley 

Ann Hilmo 
Jake Hofer 
Madeline Horrell 
Jerri Ilkiw 
Catherine Jones 
Mary Keidle 
Ainsley Kempin 
Elizabeth Knowles 
Donald Landon 
Christopher Landreth 
Dave Lappin 
George Lawrence 
Eileen Llewellyn 
Rose Magaw 
Jeff Marler 
Cindy McDonough 
Carter Merry 
Jack Morris 
Peter Nester 
Trina Nguyen 
Kelly O’Connor 
Craig Peterson 
Debra Peterson 
Melody Pierson 
Emma Quinn 
Daniel Regier 
Zach Reineri 
Asana Rimal 
Naseem Saquer 
Brandon Scholfield 
Faith Sharp 
Tabitha Shaw 
Harley Snyder 
Faith Staple 
Margene Terrill 
Hollis Thomas 
Thuan Tran 
Amy Viets-Cooper 
Lona Wait 
Jane Wheelbarger 
Julia White 
Katie Worley 
Brenda Wrather 
Donna Zeitz

Recently, Harter House in Nixa, MO raised more 
than $16,000 during their Check Out Hunger 
campaign with Ozarks Food Harvest. The local 
grocery store is committed to serving the needs 
of the community and has been participating 
in Check Out Hunger since 2013, raising more 
than $86,000 total dollars, which has helped to 
provide 344,000 meals.

Check Out Hunger is an annual campaign 
with dozens of area grocery stores who ask 
customers to add a small tax-free donation to 
their purchase.

The Nixa Harter House employees are 
passionate about hunger-relief, and this past 
year rallied together to show tremendous  
support of The Food Bank’s mission. Harter 
House offered its team a pizza party for any 
single day they raised more than $500, which 
happened twice during this campaign! They 
also offer staff gift cards as incentives during the 
friendly competition.

“As a local business, we choose to support 
Ozarks Food Harvest because the donations 
stay local and the whole dollar is used,” said 

Cody Crosby, Office Manager at the Nixa Harter 
House. “It is very important to us and our 
customers that the funds we raise stay local and  
benefit local families.”

$0.96 of every $1 donated to The Food Bank 
goes directly to programs that feed hungry 
people right here in southwest Missouri.

We are so grateful for local businesses,  
staff, and customers that go above and beyond 
to help children, families, and seniors in 
need. Each one of you are truly Transforming  
Hunger into Hope.

GROUPS

volunteers

Help make a difference in a child’s life by becoming a Food Fight partner.
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Ameriprise Financial 
Services-Caitlyn Duvall

Ameriprise Financial 
Services-Lisa James

Ash Grove HS
Bryan Properties
Central Bank of the Ozarks
Central HS DECA
Condie Family
Cronkhite Homes
Great Southern Bank
Greater Ozark USA
Greater Springfield Board 

of Realtors
John Deere 
Logan Rogersville HS FFA
Marionville HS FCA
Mercy Clinic Finance
Mercy Clinic Surgical Services
Mercy Strategic Finance
MSU Alpha Sigma Alpha

MSU Campus Recreation 
Professional Staff

MSU Care
MSU Habitat for Humanity
MSU Health Professional 

Scholars
MSU Lambda Chi Alpha
MSU MST Civil Engineering
MSU Sigma Phi Epsilon
MSU-UMKC School of 

Pharmacy
OTC Base HS
Ozark Full Gospel Church
Penney, Murray, and 

Associates
SPS-MSU Base Program
St. Elizabeth Ann Seaton
Vecino Group
Walmart Market 357
Wesley UMC
Willard HS FFA

Staff at Harter House - nixa rally behind Check Out 
Hunger campaign.

Check out our community partners who helped provide more than 1,600 meals from Nov. 10, 2021–Jan. 18, 2022.
community partners
Southern Missouri Women 

Lawyers – 46,333 meals
Bankers Healthcare Group, LLC – 40,000 meals
Ridewell Suspensions – 20,230 meals
Stoneridge Carpets, Inc. – 20,000 meals
FCS Financial – 18,000 meals
Altar’d State – 17,096 meals
L&W Industries 2021 – 14,800 meals
Great Southern Bank – 12,988 meals
Ozark Lakes Region Porsche 

Club of America – 11,300 meals
Greater Springfield Board of Realtors – 

8,000 meals
Messiah Lutheran Church – 8,000 meals
Georgia Mac’s Wild Turkey 

Wednesday 2021 – 6,852 meals

Holmes & Griffeth Financial 
Planners – 6,402 meals

Branco Enterprises – 6,000 meals
Flora Farms – 5,760 meals
Stratum Nutrition – 5,600 meals
ReeceNichols Real Estate – 4,908 meals
Affinity Wealth Partners – 4,600 meals
Kickapoo High School – 4,273 meals
The French’s Food Company – 4,000 meals
American Legion Post 69 – 4,000 meals
Old Missouri Bank – 2,800 meals
Community Blood Center of the Ozarks – 

2,600 meals
Springfield-Greene Co. Park Board, Turkey Trot – 

2,418 meals
Hold Fast Brewing – 2,400 meals

Department of Corrections – Restorative Justice – 
2,200 meals

Ozarx Botanicals – 2,118 meals
Wesley United Methodist Church – 2,000 meals
Wisconsin Reinsurance Corp. – 2,000 meals
Smithfield Foods – 2,000 meals
Crane RIII School, Student Council – 1,923 meals
Akins Natural Foods – 1,826 meals
Meta Games Unlimited, Inc. – 1,800 meals
Pershing Elementary, Turkey Trot Fundraiser – 

1,780 meals
Citizens to Elect Stephanie Hein – 1,730 meals
Abacus CPAs, LLC – 1,600 meals
SFC Bank – 1,600 meals
Rapid Roberts – 1,600 meals Sign up to volunteer with us at 

ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer!



o’reilly center for hunger relief

2810 N. Cedarbrook Ave. | P.O. Box 5746
Springfield, MO 65801-5746

(417) 865-3411  
ozarksfoodharvest.org

transforming
hunger into 
hope™

Stay connected


