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Jerod Morey has a front row seat to the 
complicated world of teenagers and has 
witnessed how summer hunger, especially 
for teens, can be a struggle. “They want to  
be included and accepted, and they want to 
have a meal in front of them. Not everyone  
has those things.” Morey said.

As the Executive Director for Nathan’s Place 
and About Our Kids, Inc., a summer camp  that 
is dedicated to serving teens and teaching 
them lifelong skills, Jerod has journeyed with 
many of them through this complex part of life. 

Teens are in an in-between space where 
they are treated like kids by adults but seen as 
adults by younger children. When childhood 
hunger is discussed, they are often overlooked, 
and when school lunch programs end so does 
access to regular meals. 

Many adolescents in southwest Missouri 
are food insecure. For teens, there is a stigma 
around receiving help for food insecurity, and 
they will actively hide it. “Teenagers want it to 
look like we have everything together so no 
one will judge you,” one teen-aged girl shared. 
They feel embarrassed if others know their 
families receive charitable help, such as food 
pantry assistance. Ironically, these feelings are 
pronounced even in some communities with a 
high level of need, such as Barton County. 

One girl commented, “Yeah, it’s embarrassing 
to go. Like somebody seen you come up there, 
they always - ‘oh, she ain’t got no food.’ Then 
they are going to go tell their friends. Then 
somebody will come back and tell you, be like, 
‘oh, we heard you ain’t got no food.’” 

Adolescent food insecurity is associated 
with mood, anxiety, behavior and substance 
disorders. “We don’t know what‘s going on 
inside many homes,” Morey said. Because 
of that, Nathan’s Place offers “holistic, wrap-
around services, such as meals, washers 
and dryers, showers, homework assistance, 
mentoring, prevention education and mental 
health awareness. It’s a safe haven.” No stigma, 
no questions. All are welcome. He says one 
key to helping these kids is feeding them, 
which is why they partner with Ozarks Food 
Harvest. “They help us bring more to the 
table - figuratively and literally. We provide 
consistently nutritional meals to our kids. By 
being a partner with Ozarks Food Harvest, 
we’re bettering our community and the youth 
that we service.” 

Many of the youth help with food 
management for the whole family during the 
summer months. “A lot of parents are working, 
and kids are taking care of themselves. It’s 6 
or 7 before their parents get home” Morey 
says. Sometimes it’s up to the teenager to 

provide meals for their younger siblings. They 
strategize about how to make food last longer 
for the whole family. They will often sacrifice 
getting healthier, higher quality foods to 
stretch limited dollars and get a larger quantity 
of food. “Some of our young people are in such 
dynamic situations,” he explained that many 
of them have non-traditional upbringings or 
homes. If there are younger siblings, the teens 
often take a parental role. “It’s kids helping kids 
or kids helping parents.” 

Morey reminds us, “We don’t always have 
to do huge extraordinary measures to make 
huge impacts,” he says, “You can also just sit 
down and have a meal with a kid and ask them 
how their day was. A conversation to show 
someone that you care and that you notice 
them. Ultimately they’re just great kids living in 
their own circumstances.” 

Nathan’s Place is a part of the About Our Kids, 
Inc. program in Lamar, MO. They opened as a 
childcare, grassroots organization in 1999, and 
have continued to grow with the support of 
their community. You can learn more about 
them at their website aokyouth.org.

TEENS FACE SUMMER HUNGER

ozarksfoodharvest.org

“Ozarks Food Harvest 
helps us bring more to 
the table - figuratively 
and literally. We 
provide consistently 
nutritional meals to 
our kids. By partnering 
with The Food Bank, 
we are bettering our 
community and the 
youth that we service.”

- Jerod Morey, Executive 
Director at Nathan’s Place



Around this time of the year, most of us enjoy 
the fruits and vegetables of summer, but not 
everyone has regular access to fresh produce. 
For some, the only store in town is a convenience 
store, and the nearest supermarket is miles 
away. The high price of fuel and groceries make 
shopping impossible. Thanks to a grant by CNH 
Industrial and Feeding America, we’re able 
to deliver fresh produce to neighbors in rural 
locations where rates of food insecurity are 
highest—counties such as Barry, Cedar, Douglas, 
Stone, Vernon, and Wright. 

On the second Wednesday of every month, 
Ozarks Food Harvest’s Mobile Produce Pantry 
delivers to Wright County. On our last trip, a 

father came with his preschool-aged son. He 
asked if he was on time to pick up produce for 
his family of seven. We assured him he was, and 
we pulled two produce boxes off the truck to 
meet the needs of this large family. 

As the boxes were brought to him, the father’s 
eyes grew wide and he said, “Wow! Look at 
everything in that box! Is that a pineapple?! 
I can’t remember the last time we had fresh 
pineapple.” He called his son over to look in the 
box. His son toddled over, peered in the box 
and poked at the spines on the fruit, “Dad, is 
that real?! I’ve never had real pineapple before!” 
The father looked at us again and said, “I can’t 
believe we are so lucky to get this today. Thank 

you so much for coming out here and bringing 
this to us.” As he got back in the driver’s seat, we 
reminded him we would be back every month 
on the 2nd Wednesday. He smiled, thanked us 
again, and drove away with a look of wonder still 
on his face while the little boy waved at us from 
the back seat.

With your support, and the support of 
partners like CNH Industrial, we can continue 
to nourish children and families in the Ozarks 
like the father and son in Wright County. You 
can help ensure families in the Ozarks have 
fresh fruits and vegetables by donating today at 
ozarksfoodharvest.org.

Recently, the University of Missouri in 
partnership with Feeding Missouri conducted 
a 3-year study, Food Assistance & Hunger in the 
Heartland 2021 that was aimed at understanding 
food pantries and the characteristics of food 
pantry clients. The study was conducted by 
phone, online, and on location at food sites 
across the 28 counties served by Ozarks Food 
Harvest. We found that hunger impacts a wide 
range of people in the Ozarks. 

• 42% of households have at least one adult 
over the age of 65 (one of the largest 
demographic increases seen in Ozarks 
Food Harvest’s history)

• 36% have at least one working adult

• 32% have at least one child under the  
age of 18

• 89% of households have an annual income 
of $25,000 or less (61% make less than 
$15,000)

• 18% of people we serve are veterans

Additionally, it found that food insecurity 
rates here, in the Ozarks, are “dramatically 
higher” than all Missouri households. It showed 
that 64% of households have low food security 
(reduced quality, variety or desirability of diet). 
Of that, 30% of these households have very low 
food security (truly don’t have enough food to 
meet their needs). Finally, 52% of Ozarks Food 
Harvest client households get at least half of the 
food they consume from a food pantry. The 104-
page study indicated that food-insecure clients 
face significant health issues, too. 

• 64% of households served purchased the 
least expensive food in the past 12 months, 
even if it wasn’t the healthiest option

• 60% have a member with high blood 
pressure

• 41% have a member with diabetes  
or pre-diabetes

• 39% have a member with no health 
insurance of any kind

We can work together to lower these numbers. 
This summer, consider donating, volunteering, 
hosting a fundraiser or joining us at any of our 
Summer Harvest events. Together, we can make 
a difference in our community.

If you’re interested in reading more about 
this study, or the study itself, you can find it 
on our website at ozarksfoodharvest.com/
hungerintheozarks. 

 

WE SEE THE NEED

DELIVERING HEALTHY FOOD
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Ozarks Food Harvest clients face tough choices to make ends meet.

42% of households have an adult over the age of 65. 

41% had to choose between 
food and utilities

36% had to choose between 
food and medicine/care

29% had to choose between 
food and transportation

28% had to choose between 
food and housing

64% purchased the least expensive item 
even if it wasn’t the healthiest option



Ozarks Food Harvest is a big operation. It’s 
not just a food bank, it’s a hunger-relief network 
with 270 partner charities, eight direct relief 
programs, and gardens to grow fresh produce. 
Plus, it’s a mass food distribution system 
that covers 28 counties – over 20,000 square  
miles – and distributes 70% of the charitable 
food in the Ozarks. Each week, Ozarks Food 
Harvest drivers travel 6,000 miles to help make 
sure our neighbors in need are nourished and 
healthy. Fortunately, The Food Bank has great 
partners and an efficient process: 

1. Food donations are picked up by Ozarks 
Food Harvest staff, or purchased items are 
delivered to The Food Bank. 

2. Partner charities go to the online system 
to order. 

3. Volunteers inspect the food and sort  
for distribution. 

4. Staff members pull and pack the orders 
for delivery.

5. The orders are loaded onto trucks.

6. Ozarks Food Harvest drivers deliver 
the shipment directly to our partner’s 
doorstep. 

All of it is done for free. To help partner charities 
optimize their resources, Ozarks Food Harvest 
provides transportation grants that cover the 
entire cost of their monthly shipment. Some 
partner charities are farther away and may not 
have the resources to come pick up their order. 
Many are staffed entirely with volunteers. In the 
past year, Ozarks Food Harvest has provided 
more than $1 million worth of transportation 
grants to make sure these partners, and their 
clients, have the food they need. 

It’s important to get the food to people where 
they are instead of asking them to come to The 

Food Bank. Many agencies rely on Ozarks Food 
Harvest to deliver 75% of their food. Berniece 
Robinson, the Volunteer Coordinator and a 
Director at Shepard’s Nook Food Pantry in 
Salem, MO, shared that the free delivery helps 
them immensely. She said they, “use the money 
they would pay for delivery to buy additional 
food. We feed between 2,500 and 3,000 people 
a month, and it’s difficult to find the funding  
to feed them all. So, the free delivery helps  
make that possible.”  

The cost of transportation is going up, and 
like every business and household, Ozarks 
Food Harvest is forced to adjust its budgets to 
absorb rising fuel prices and inflation. NBC news 
reported that diesel prices are up 50% from  
last year, and Feeding America estimates food 
banks are moving twice as many truckloads of 
food now compared to before the pandemic. 
People who have never depended on The 
Food Bank are turning to us now, after job 
loss, inflation and the end of the government 
COVID-19 relief programs. 

Your compassion helps keep these trucks on 
the road. Please consider making a donation 
online at ozarksfoodharvest.org/donate. Thank 
you so much for your continued support  
to help Transform Hunger into Hope for the 
people in southwest Missouri. Your support 
makes the difference. 

THE PRICE OF FREE DELIVERY

The Food Bank delivers monthly orders free of charge.
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UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Enjoy some fun in the sun while 
supporting Ozarks Food Harvest at 
Springfield pools. Admission is $1 or free 
with one canned food item per person 
every day between 5:30-6:30 p.m. Visit the 
Springfield-Greene County Park board 
website for more information. 

Now–Sept. 5
SPLASH AND SIZZLE 

Donate at the register when shopping at 
Hy-Vee to help provide meals for our hungry 
neighbors. Hy-Vee’s Food Bank Fundraiser 
has raised $9,422 so far this summer!

Ongoing

HY-VEE FOOD BANK 
FUNDRAISER

Ozarks Food Harvest’s annual advocacy and 
education campaign rallies the community 
to raise support for the Weekend Backpack  
Program. You can help us fight hunger this 
September by hosting a fundraiser, becoming a 
community partner, or participating in Go Orange 
Day, Hungerthon, Empty Bowls or the Apron 
Fashion Show!

September 2022
Visit hungeractionmonth.info to learn more.

HUNGER ACTION MONTH

Satisfy your need for speed at Lucas 
Oil Speedway on Saturday, July 23. The 
evening, presented by KY3, will feature 
exhilarating dirt track racing for the whole 
family to enjoy. Bring four nonperishable 
food items to donate for free admission. 
These donations will support The Food 
Bank and Hickory County C.A.R.E.S. 

Gates open at 4 p.m., hot laps start at  
6:30 p.m., and racing begins at 7:05 p.m.

July 23 
LUCAS OIL SPEEDWAY

Charlie’s 
CORNER

Charlie O’Reilly

Visit ozarksfoodharvest.org/community- 
partnerships to learn more.

Free delivery helps agencies provide more meals to clients.

Presented by



The Food Assistance & Hunger in the Heartland 
2021 study gave us important insights about 
the people we serve in southwest Missouri,  
but alongside the client demographics, this 
study provided a comprehensive look at our 
charitable partners who provide food to our 
neighbors in need. 

Ozarks Food Harvest and its network of 
270 partners span one third of the state of 
Missouri. The study found that The Food Bank 
provides more than 70% of all the charitable 
food distributed within the 28 counties we 
serve. Ninety-six percent of the pantries said 
there would be a “major effect” if they no longer 
received food from Ozarks Food Harvest. More 
than half are staffed entirely by volunteers. And 
many of them expressed a need for funding.

The Martha Vance Samaritan Outreach Center 
told us, “Our primary concern and need right 
now is financial, and as inflation continues, our  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

donations go down. We operate primarily on 
donations and people are not donating the 
way that they used to; no one can afford it. 
We struggle to keep our doors open to feed 
those in need.” 

When the study asked how we could better 
serve our network, twenty-five percent reported 
a critical need for improved or additional 
refrigeration and freezer units. 

When Ozarks Food Harvest Board of Directors 
learned about this, they immediately released 
funds for the urgent needs of our network. An 
emergency investment was granted to help 
families on the road to recovery now. 

Seventy-four charities were awarded a total 
of $1 million in grants, which will pay for walk-
in freezers, commercial coolers, shelving, pallet 
jacks, computers and other items that will 
expand and sustain our partners feeding people 
facing hunger in southwest Missouri. 

In addition to $1 million in grant funds, 
Ozarks Food Harvest’s Board of Directors has 
already committed to free food delivery to The 
Food Bank’s 270 charities to offset increased 
inflationary costs. These grant funds are an 
investment in the future of our community’s 
food system. Increasing access to food is key as 
our network of hunger-relief charities continue 
to deal with the expanding cost of food and fuel. 

This is part of a multi-faceted strategy 
by The Food Bank to address new needs 
identified in the University of Missouri’s report. 

Ozarks Food Harvest’s response includes 
increasing deliveries through its Mobile Food 
Pantry program, increasing production and 
distribution of nutrient-dense food through its 
Full Circle Gardens program and increasing food 
distributed to seniors through its Senior Box and 
Produce program.

One of our goals at Ozarks Food Harvest is 
to be proactive: to be the next generation of 
hunger relief for the Ozarks. We know that 
stronger agencies build a stronger food bank. We 
want to thank you for investing in us. With your 
continued support we are able to strengthen 
our hunger network and provide more meals to 
more of our neighbors in need.

So many of us look forward to summer and 
make plans to get as much out of the season 
as possible. For kids in the Ozarks who may 
face hunger, summer is simply something to 
get through. Without the meals they receive 
at school, the days can be long and difficult. 
This summer, Ozarks Food Harvest is bringing 
together several events and partners for a 
new effort to help provide meals to kids and 
their families throughout the season: Summer 
Harvest.

Support Summer Harvest, presented by 
Missouri Eye Institute, by joining us at any 
of the events - swimming during Splash and 
Sizzle, racing at Lucas Oil Speedway, the Taste 
of SoMo culinary event, or the Stomp the 
Blues festival. Or, host your own fundraiser, 
plant a row, or support one of our community 
partners. There are so many ways you can 
fight hunger this summer while enjoying 

the season and you can find them all at  
ozarksfoodharvest.org/summerharvest. 

It is a bigger challenge this year for families 
with inflation and the end of the child tax care 
credits, but with your generous support, we can 
help ensure kids in the Ozarks have the food 
they need for a worry-free summer vacation. 

Through community collaboration we’re 
coming together to make a bigger difference 
in the lives of families who are struggling with 
hunger throughout the summer months. Your 
compassion truly makes a difference in all that 
we do. 

INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITIES

SUMMER HARVEST: COMING  
TOGETHER TO REAP BETTER RESULTS 

BART’S 
Hope Note

Bart Brown, 
President/CEO

Denise Gibson, 
Development Director

From 
DENISE’S DESK
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Ozarks Food Harvest awards 1 million dollars in grants.



SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE  
FRIENDS OF THE FOOD BANK

OZARKS FOOD HARVEST BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Kenny Ross, President–Ross Construction Group
Dr. Meera Scarrow, President President Elect–Mercy 

Hospital-Springfield
Tommy Wohlgemuth, Treasurer–SGC™ Foodservice
Ashley Kimberling-Casad, Secretary–CoxHealth
Jim Admire–Kraft Heinz
Clayton Brown–Prime Inc.
Genevieve Carvel–Positronic Industries, Inc.
Tamara Conn–O’Reilly Auto Parts
Holly Gray–Heim Young & Associates
Mike Pinkston–Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith, Inc.
Jill Reynolds–Commerce Trust Company
Krystal Russell–Spectrum Accounting and Payroll Vault

OZARKS FOOD HARVEST STAFF
 
Bart Brown, President/CEO

ADMINISTRATION 
Cindy Snow, Director of Administration
Cindy Boggs, Administrative & Inventory Support Supervisor
Kimberly Hanson, Administrative Services Coordinator
Terry Keller, Human Resource & Administrative Services Manager
Matt Koenig, IT Manager
Zetta Graves, Receptionist

DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATION 
Denise Gibson, Director of Development & Communication
Sarah Byrd, Community Engagement Coordinator
Jordan Dykstra, Art Director
Holly Fox, Development & Grant Coordinator
Cassie Hanson, Development & Grants Sr. Manager
Micah Rudd, Donor Relations Coordinator
Jennifer Sickinger, Community Engagement Manager
Allie Smith, Community Engagement Administrative Assistant
Kristina Smotherman, Communication Specialist

MEMBER SERVICES 
Mary Zumwalt, Director of Programs & Member Services
Terra Baum, Agency Capacity & Compliance Manager
Jordan Browning, Public Information Officer
Heather Haloupek, Child Nutrition Programs Coordinator
Deidra McBride, CSFP/Senior Box Coordinator
Brent Nichols, Agency Outreach Coordinator
Maddy Scarlett, SNAP Coordinator
Jane Terry, Creative Information Specialist
Melanie Toler, Member Services Assistant
Shada Travis, Agency Support Specialist
Julie Woodiel, Food Sourcing Coordinator 

OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATION 
Scott Boggs, Vice President of Operations
Steve Roberts, Director of Operations
Trisha Heflin, Warehouse Manager
Mike Hesebeck, Transportation Manager
Eddie Hicks, Building Maintenance & Compliance Specialist
Marcus Seal, Inventory & Process Manager

Stephanie Miller, Director  of Community Resources
Lydia DeWeese, Warehouse Lead/Volunteer Center
Cady Goble, Full Circle Gardens Farm Coordinator
Alexa Poindexter, Full Circle Gardens Manager
Kevin Richardson, Instructional  Materials Designer/ 
    Volunteer Coach
Dillon Smith, Volunteer Recruitment Coordinator/Volunteer Coach

To view a full staff listing please visit ozarksfoodharvest.org.
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Special thanks to the CNH Industrial Foundation 
and Feeding America for its $67,500 donation to  
The Food Bank. These funds will be used to  
purchase fresh fruits and vegetables to be 
distributed monthly at rural locations, where  
the rates of food insecurity are the highest.  
Counties include Barry, Cedar, Douglas, Stone, 
Vernon, and Wright. These monthly distributions 
will provide nearly 300,000 pounds of fresh 
produce – the equivalent of 250,000 meals! CNH 
Industrial is committed to improving communities 
and prioritizing sustainability. We’re extremely 
thankful for how this local organization supports 
southwest Missouri. 

CNH INDUSTRIAL PROVIDES 
FUNDS TO PURCHASE PRODUCE

Special thanks to the employees of A-1 Guarantee 
Roofing for the continued support of hunger-relief 
across the Ozarks. Their partnership has allowed 
The Food Bank to provide even more meals and 
raise awareness for hunger-relief. As one of the 
largest roofing companies in Springfield, they pride 
themselves on high standards and great customer 
service. We sincerely thank them for giving back to 
the community. Since 2017, A-1 Guarantee Roofing 
has provided a total of $28,500, in addition to their 
kind media sponsorships. 

A-1 GUARANTEE ROOFING 
PROVIDES 20,000 MEALS

CNH Industrial prioritizes access to produce.

Central Bank of the Ozarks is recognized as a true 
Hunger Hero for their dedicated partnership with 
The Food Bank. Most recently, their generous gift of 
$10,000 helped provide 40,000 meals. Throughout 
the year, they support Ozarks Food Harvest 
with food and fund drives, and are a committed 
charitable partner during Hunger Action Month. 
Their dedication makes a true difference in the 
Ozarks. For more than 20 years, Central Bank of the 
Ozarks has shown support to Ozarks Food Harvest, 
helping provide more than half a million meals. 

CENTRAL BANK OF THE OZARKS 
PROVIDES MORE THAN  
500,000 MEALS 

Special thanks to the John Deere Foundation 
for its $23,450 donation for the Weekend Backpack 
Program, which will provide 2,923 bags filled with 
more than 17,500 meals for students who might 
not get enough food on the weekends. The John 
Deere Foundation aspires to be a catalyst for 
change across the globe. In the past five years, the 
Foundation has donated nearly $100,000 to The 
Food Bank. We’re extremely thankful for how this 
organization continues to support at-risk children 
in southwest Missouri.

JOHN DEERE FOUNDATION 
PROVIDES WEEKEND MEALS FOR 
LOCAL KIDS

We’re grateful to Arvest Bank for their 12th annual 
Million Meals campaign. This initiative focuses 
on feeding our neighbors in need and raising 
awareness about food insecurity. Their generous 
gift of $4,646 provided 18,584 meals, and will help 
food pantries facing shortages in the summer 
months. All donations stay local. Heartfelt thanks to 
Arvest Bank for their generous support.  

Natural Grocers is our newest Retail Pickup 
Partner, donating hundreds of pounds of food 
each week and preventing it from ending up  
in a landfill. In the first nine months since  
opening in Springfield, Natural Grocers has 
donated 11,125 pounds of food – the equivalent 
of 9,270 meals. The grocer also donates 5¢ any 
time a customer brings their own bag, and this  
promotion led to a recent gift of $4,427. Special 
thanks to Natural Grocers for joining in the fight 
against hunger!

ARVEST BANK PROVIDES MORE 
THAN 18,500 MEALS

NATURAL GROCERS PROVIDES 
NEARLY 25,000 MEALS

John Deere nourishes local children.



HUNGER HERO NEWS

Sharon Cook is a problem-solver. Once an 
engineer and a manager, she has sharpened 
her analytical skills to a fine point. When facing 
retirement, she had to decide what to do with 
her time, and she knew she wanted to give back 
to her community. So, like any good critical 
thinker, she did a lot of research and found 
Ozarks Food Harvest through Charity Navigator. 
She said what drew her to The Food Bank was 
that 96 cents of every dollar goes towards 
providing food, and she really liked the culture 
here, too. So, she began volunteering 3 days a 
week. 

Any internet research will tell you there are 
a lot of benefits to volunteering. A sense of 

community is one of them. She enjoys working 
with the other volunteers and coaches, and 
has developed close friendships. She says,  
“We talk about travel, the Cardinals and  
mystery novels. It’s just fun.” She has become a 
great resource for our volunteer coaches because 
of her engineering skill set, management 
experience, and her dedication to our program.

Another benefit to volunteering is a sense 
of accomplishment. She says she wished she 
started volunteering earlier, but she didn’t 
have the opportunity before she retired so she 
donated financially. “It makes you feel good that 
you, hopefully, have contributed something.”

When she summed up her thoughts on 
volunteering and contributing to a local charity, 
she said “I wish people realized how prevalent 
hunger is and not just among children and 
seniors. You could be living next door to 
someone and not even know. It’s common to 
take the attitude ‘I made it on my own. You can 
too,’ and I wish people had more compassion.”  
She’s right, more compassion would solve a lot 
of problems.

We’re thankful to Sharon, she is an invaluable 
and inspirational Ozarks Food Harvest volunteer. 

CONNECTION AND COMMUNITY

- Sharon Cook

Sharon has donated more than 770 hours of time.

6 Transform Hunger into Hope by volunteering to help your neighbors in need. Sign up at ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer.

FEEDING FAMILIES ACROSS THE OZARKS

Check out our community partners who helped provide meals from March 15–June 8, 2022.
COMMUNITY PARTNERS

National Association of Letter Carriers - 
Stamp Out Hunger, 155,695

Casey’s, thanks to Feeding America — 55,929
American Eagle, thanks to 

Feeding America — 30,756
CVS Pharmacy, thanks to 

Feeding America — 13,093
Simple Generosity, thanks to 

Target Circle — 11,741
Missouri Eye Institute — 6,338
Flora Farms — 6,312
GO POCI – Pontiac Club — 4,800
Joel Gott Wines — 4,000
Drury University Canstruction — 2,771
Scouting for Food, Boy Scouts of America Ozarks 

Trails Council — 2,342 meals

Lambda Chi Alpha, Missouri State 
University — 1,840

Central Bank of the Ozarks — 1,044
Alpha Delta Kappa, Alpha Epsilon 

Chapter — 1,000
Grant Avenue Free Will Baptist Church — 980
Department of Corrections - Inmate 

Account Fund — 900
Graceway Baptist Church — 900
Missouri State University - 

School of Nursing — 752
Natural Grocers — 686
Southern Bank — 676
Hunter Property Management — 608
Mercy Central Patient Access — 578

Lent Fish Drive — 6,733 meals
• Asbury United Methodist Church
• Central Christian Church
• Holy Trinity Catholic Church
• Springfield Catholic High School
• St. Joseph’s Catholic Church
• St. Thomas the Apostle Orthodox Church
• Strafford United Methodist Church

Food Fight — 63,448 meals
• Food Fight 2022 Champions

 – Central High School with support from The  
 Sandwich Scene

 – Cherokee Middle School with support from  
 Mid-Missouri Bank (S. Campbell)

 – Weaver Elementary School with support  
 from Penmac Staffing

“Volunteering makes you feel good 
that you, hopefully, have contributed 
something. I wish people realized 
how prevalent hunger is and not just 
among children and seniors.” 



Join Us in the Garden

24th Annual Hungerthon

As you plant your garden or crops this year, 
you may think about the fresh veggies you’ll 
harvest, or the satisfaction of bringing in your 
own food, but do you ever think about our 
hungry neighbors who don’t have regular 
access to fresh produce? In southwest Missouri, 
64% of the households we serve purchase the 
cheapest food even when it’s not the healthiest 
option. Ozarks Food Harvest needs your help to 
increase access to nutritious food. 

You can make a difference in your neighbor’s 
lives —

• If you’re a gardener, become part of 
Plant A Row. Plant a Row is a people-
helping-people program that encourages 
gardeners to grow a little extra produce  
to donate. All donations are tax deductible 
and protected by the Good Samaritan 
Act. Drop-off times are Monday through 
Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Friday 8 
a.m. to 12 p.m.

• If you own a farm or an orchard, donate 
excess produce or fruit. Our Glean Team 
volunteers can help harvest.

• If you have an abundance of fruit crops on 
your property, register it on our website, 
and our Glean Team can come harvest it. 

• Volunteer in our gardens or with our Glean 
Team.

• Make a financial contribution. Every dollar 
helps provide four meals. 

Volunteers, gardeners and farmers donated 
nearly 75,000 pounds of local produce last year. 
That’s more than 62,000 nutritious meals! Help 
us make an investment in our community, and 
become a part of the homegrown efforts to fix 
our food systems. We are grateful for all of our 
volunteers and donors. 

Below is a list of individuals and groups 
who have donated 25+ hours of time from  
March 1– May 31, 2021.

INDIVIDUALS
Michael Baird
Margaret Beem
Thomas Bernard
James Blackwell
Karl Blanton
Walter Blase
Linda Brown
Kenneth Carnahan
Tom Carson
Gale Clithero
Renee’ Cook
Sharon Cook
Dewayne Cossey
Darcy Daugherty
Gary DeHaven
Addison Denton
Kris Dreesen
Betsy Esquivel
Mario Esquivel
Ed Ferris
Cameryn Gonzalez
Janice Grimes
Wil Hardiman
Ann Hilmo
Alonzo Ibrahim

Jerri Ilkiw
Barbara Johnson
Grace King
Don Landon
Dave Lappin
George Lawrence
Cindy McDonough
Seamus McKenzie
Melody Pierson
Sumner Popp
Daniel Regier
Susan Reichert
Terry Reichert
Kenneth Simons
Margene Terrill
Hollis Thomas
Amy Viets-Cooper
Kathy Vinson
Lona Wait
Karen Walker
Jane Wheelbarger
Julia White
Jack Williams
Kitty Williams
Joseph Woodiel

For one in five children in southwest Missouri, 
when the school bell rings on Friday afternoon, 
they’re not looking forward to a couple of days 
without school – they’re dreading two days 
without food. 

This year, for Hungerthon, we’ve set a goal to 
sponsor 700 children to provide a full school 
year of weekend meals. Matching sponsors 
are needed to inspire listeners during the on-
air event. Contact Jennifer Sickinger for more 
information at 417-865-3411 ext 110.

A donation of $360 or $30/month will help 
provide weekend meals for one child for an 
entire school year. Your contribution will help 
ensure kids have easy access to nutritious, child-
friendly meals each and every weekend. 

Hungerthon will air on four iHeartRadio 
Springfield stations - Alice 95.5, 105.9 KGBX, 
100.5 The Wolf, and US97 – this September 
9-12. Learn more at ozarksfoodharvest.org/
hungerthon.

GROUPS

VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers, gardeners & farmers help provide our fresh produce.
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Aurora FBLA  
Buchanan Intermediate 

6th Grade  
Campbell UMC Circle #7  
Catholic Campus Ministry  
Central HS Key Club  
Central HS Sophomore 

Service Group  
Chase Bank  
Clever MS Opportunities  
Cronkhite Homes  
Foor/Williams Family  
Gateway Real Estate  
Jack Henry & Associates 

Legal Dept.  
John Deere Reman   
Mercy Heart Team  
Missouri State 

Student-Athletes  
Mountain Grove MS Class  
MSU Alpha Delta Pi and Phi 

Gamma Delta  
MSU Alpha Sigma Alpha  
MSU Care  
MSU Darr School of 

Agriculture  

MSU Delta Zeta - Gunderman  
MSU Greek Week  
MSU Lambda Chi 

Alpha-Andereck  
MSU Lambda Chi 

Alpha-Drabelle  
MSU Nutrition & Dietetics  
MSU Physics Students  
MSU Sigma Phi Epsilon   
MSU Sigma Pi   
On The Lam Sams  
Ozark HS Kindness Club  
Ozarks Technical 

Community College  
Seminole Ladies Bible Study  
SPS Academy of Exploration  
Student Success at OTC  
U.S. Bank  
Walmart Market #357  
Wesley UMC  
Willard HS FFA  
Willard HS Student 

Government Association  
World Finance  

We need Hunger Heroes like you 
to help us feed the Ozarks. Sign 
up for a volunteer session now by 
scanning the QR code or visiting 
ozarksfoodharvest.org/volunteer

VOLUNTEER WITH US!

Tune into Hungerthon Sept. 9-12!



O’Reilly Center for Hunger Relief

2810 N. Cedarbrook Ave. | P.O. Box 5746
Springfield, MO 65801-5746

(417) 865-3411  
ozarksfoodharvest.org

Transforming
Hunger into 
Hope™

STAY CONNECTED


